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EXPANDING THE POSSIBILITIES




Every day in the U.S., abused and traumatized girls enter and are pushed
through the justice system. Despite decades of attention, the proportion
of girls in the juvenile justice system has increased and their challenges
have remained remarkably consistent, resulting in deeply rooted, systemic

gender injustice. Even in the midst of the current “developmental era’ of
reform, juvenile justice systems are routinely failing to modify promising
system reforms for girls or even to collect data on how girls are affected
by the problems systems seek to remedy.

Despite overall declining juvenile arrest rates, in the last
two decades, girls’ share of the juvenile justice system
increased at all stages of the juvenile justice process:
@@ Arrests increased 45 percent
6 (from 20 to 29 percent);

Court caseload increased 40 percent
(from 20 to 28 percent);

Detentions increased 40 percent
(from 15 to 21 percent);

Post-adjudication probation increased
44 percent (from 16 to 23 percent); and

)

Post-adjudication placement increased
' 42 percent (from 12 to 17 percent).

The traumatic and unhealthy social environments

in which many girls live result in behaviors that are
criminalized or are mishandled by other systems,
resulting in girls’ entry into the juvenile justice system.
Once girls are there, misguided processes pull them
deeper into a system that is not built to help, heal,

or respond to gitls’ developmental needs, and often
actually worsens girls’ situations.

This process is built on structural gender inequality and
is particularly harsh on girls of color and LBQ/GNCT
(lesbian, bisexual, guestioning/gender non-conforming,
transgender) girls.

Systems fail across the board to understand and
address the needs of girls as part of juvenile justice
reforms, but the needs of certain groups of girls warrant
particular focus —pregnant and parenting girls, girls
who run away, girls who are victims of sex trafficking,
and the very many girls who are victims of in-home

and community violence and abuse. For too many
girls, adversity in their homes, communities, and in

the way they experience society is traumatizing. This
trauma, with its attendant psychological, emotional, and
physical difficulties, long-term health complications,
and adversity in adulthood, plays a particularly powerful
role for girls and young women:

45 percent of girls in an Adverse
Childhood Experience (ACE) study
of justice-involved youth had
experienced 5 or more ACEs;

31 percent of girls had
experienced in-home
sexual abuse;

84 percent had
experienced family
violence; and

girls reported sexual
abuse at 4.4 times
the rate of boys.
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Yet for these girls and others, the current justice
system responds to behaviors caused by trauma and
abuse with punishment and fails to offer girls effective
solutions and a healthy path forward.
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Developmental System Reform

Recommendations for Girls

In jurisdictions around the country, a developmental approach to juvenile justice reform is taking hold.
If jurisdictions intentionally apply this developmental approach to girls, justice systems will meet girls’
needs, treat them fairly, and reduce their justice system involvement—finally moving girls off of the

sidelines of reform so they can truly benefit from change.

Stop Criminalizing Behavior Engage Girls’ Eamilies
Caused by Damaging throughout the Juvenile
Environments that Are Out of Justice Process

Girls! Control

targeted diversion for girls.

__+ Ensure family engagement
e

Use Pre-Petition Diversion to
Provide “Off-Ramps” from the
Formal Justice System for
Girls Living in Traumatic Social
Contexts

_referrals.

Don’t Securely Detain Girls for
Offenses and Technical
Violations that Pose No

Public Safety Threat and Are
Environmentally-Driven




Attorneys, Judges, and Use Health Dollars to Fund

Probation Should Use Trauma- Evidence-Based Practices

Informed Approaches to and Programs for Girls and

Improve Court Cuiture for Girls Address Health Needs Related
. to Their Trauma

Support Emerging Adulthood
for Young Women with Justice
‘System Histories

Adopt a Strengths-Based,
Objective Apptroach to Girls
Probation Services

Limit Secure Confinement of
Girls, Which Is Costly, Leads
to Poor Outcomes, and Re-

Traumatizes Vulnerable Girls
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