
RESOLUTION OF THE
Nl'_];,..BIK'iYATI I COMl-IITTEE OF TEE

23w NF~AJO NATION cOtn~CIL - Third Yeax~ 2017
A.:.~ ACTION

REIJl.-"£ING TO HEF.LTH; EDUCATION .A1-iD EUHA1'i SERVICES! NA.'1.\BIK'IyATIT

COMMITTEE; RECOMlv1EN"DING THE EST.ABLISH~">lENT OF A NATIVE ~.,1.iERICA!:~
SOCI~~ WORK PROGP~J1 AT NEW 11EXICO HIGHLro~S v~IVERSITY; FACUNDO
VALDEZ SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

WHEREAS;

Section One. Authority
A. The HeaLt.h, Education and Human Services Cornmittee of the

Navajo Nation Council has legisJativ'e authority 1:0
r-eccrnrnencl resolutions relating to education. Z N.N.C. § 401
(E) (6)

D. The Navajo i\lation est ab Li sheo the Naab i k" iyati' Ccrnrnittee
as a Navaj o l~ation Council standing comruit t.ee and as such
empowe r ed t.he Naab i k ' iyi.ti r Cornrnittee t.o cooxd.i.ne t.e

t.e s tLmony be f ore non-Nave j o ent i t Les . 2 t'-J_i\l.C. §700 (A).

Section Two. Findin.gs

A. The Dine, Apach.e and Pu e b Lo people ha-v-e s t r i.ved ove r the
cerrt.ur i es t.o exercise the i r sovereign ri qht; t.o assure
appropriate responses to t.rie riee ds of t.he pe op Le . The
struggle to end the destructive and lOD(J-term damaging
effects of the na t ions ' e s s Im.iLat.Londs t; po Li.o i.e s and too
provide an appr op.r.i.at.e educa\:~on f or Native people is
legendary and testament to the significance of education i.n
tribal thought. It is this st.r uqqIe that. p.ropeLa efforts
t.o establish a Native Arne.d.can Social ~"iO):'k Program at NevJ
Mexico Highlands University, Facundo Valdez School of
Social ~'lork.

B. AJ: the f ourid i.nq of t.he F'a cundo Va Lde z School of Social 'Vlork
in 1974: its stated focus ~JaS to t:e 011 Bispauic/Latinc" and
~-.Jati-:-Je Arne:r..-ican soc LaL wozk educ at.Lon .

In the 2015 New Mexico legislative Eession bills to
es t.ab Li ah a' t~ati 'Ie- Amer i can Sc?cial ~10.I:"k Stpu.dies Lns t i tut.e
at Highlands University Sc:hool
introduced. Unfortunatel~. the Dniver~ity's

of Social ~~iork \-le+,~
H.;'.\$

wor kr educed by the EL.'T,Q\)nt ne ce s aa r y
education initiative.

to fund the soc.i a l
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NABIO-69-1'? a
TIle es't ebLi shment; of t112 Nat Lve AmerLcan Social. £"~ork
Program at the Facundo Valdez School of SDcial (,\fo.d:: '.<IQuld
eonstitute the nation's first effort by a school of social
wor k t o re spond in a pr oq ramme tLc WB.Y t o Nati\l€ Arn{::;:cit--:an
social work education.

E. Tbe Native Amer i can
I-i.dvisol'y/Development Committee,
psy~hology and education

Social Work Program

p.r a ct.Lt.Lone z s f r om Di~le!
has been established to

compr Lsed oz social work!
practitioners, including

and Pueblo tribal programs,
cur r.tcu Ium ro'r a Nat ive

Amer Lcan social
com: ..mun i, t.y neBeJ.S

wo r k s equenoe ox cou r se.s t.hat; r-e sponds
and meet.s core graduation requirements.

t.O

F. It would be in the best interest of tile Navajo Nation to
suppor-t t he e st ab Li.s hmerrt o r a Nat.i.ve 1\meric21] So c i.a L vlork
Program at Ner,-] r-'lexico Highlands Urliversity, F'acurido Valdez.
School of Social ~·lork arid encf.:)llrage t.he lJrli"tlersi-ty to
support and wo r k coope r at.Lve Ly w i.t.h t.h s Na t i.ve Ame r ican
Soc.i.aI vi or k Prot;fr,am ;-\dvisOL"}l !Develc}I=Enel1t C~0Jnn1ittee Ln
developing a sequence of courses thaf meet core graduation
regui.rements. See Exhibit "1\".

Section 1J..1hr.ee,

The Navajo Nation hereby supports the establishment of a Native
Amer.i can Social ~·lo.!.:kProgram at-: t·le",; 1~~2i'{ic<)Higtllancls Uni,-,.7e:csit.y',1
Facundo VaLdez Schc<)l or Sc,c~ial ~1ork and el1Cotlrages tl-1e
Univ'ersity to s uppor t: arid woz.k coope r ac Lve Ly w i t.h the !~Ja.ti.v""2:
l'u'11er.-':Lcan Social t;iJork Pz oq.ram li.d·vi.s{)ry/De"Slelo:f~Jne,nt C:orrL-rnittee in.
developing a sequence of courses that meet core graduation
r-equ.lr ernerrt s ..
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CER'rIFICA'rION

I hereby cert.ify t.hat; the f or-eoo i.ncr resolution was duLy
-cona i ce r ed by t he 1'·Jaabik'iy2ti' Comnu.t.t.ee of the 23rd

Na va j o

Nation Council at a duly called meeting in IHndo;; Rock, Navajo
Nation (Arizona), at s•vhi.cu a quorum was present. and that tho
same was passed by a vote of 15 in Favor and 00 Opposed, t.hi.s
12th day of October, 2017.

--- .~ .. -" " -·~/. r-:... . .:.../..-= (/ (/"/ iJf.... '.~~.. o=.7~~
LoP.enzo ,......Bate.s, Chairperson.
Naabik'iyati' Ccmmit.t.ee

Second:
Honorable Seth A. Damon
Honorable Jonathan Perry

Hotion:

Chairperson Bates not voting
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