By Steve Sinovic / Journal Stafl Writer

ALBUQUERQUE, NM. — A
behavioral healthcare company
has set up business in Albu-
querque 10 help children and
families living with autism.
Centria Healthcare, which is
based in Michigan, said it hopes
to offer clients assessments and
diagnoses, prepare treatment

i board-ccrtiﬁed
analysts and provide therapy,
poth in homes and in & clinical
setting.

For-profit autism therapy
programs, such as the ones run
by Centria, have also created
jobs for analysts, therapists and
client services managers. he
company, which opened its first
New Mexico office at 6100
Seagull NE, already has 15
employees on board, said Matt
Blouin, Centria’s director of
marketing.

As the client load grows — the
U.S. Centers for Diseas¢ Contro!
estimates one in 45 children has
autism — Centria has
aggressive goal of expanding its
New Mexico operation to 200
therapists, technicians

client services managers over
the next 18 months.

Blouin said the company is cre-
dentialed with Centennial Care
Medicaid and all commercial
jnsurances in New Mexico,
giving it 2 revenue stream to set
up business in the state.

from lost income, out-of-pocket
expenses and the stresses O
caregiving, can get help from
Centria caseé managers in navi-
gating the complexities of insur-
ance and care, said Blouin.

with little guidance for many While Centria staffers are

health care

parents often feel alone to plot 2
course for their children, he

added.

“There’s a lot 10 juggle
educationally and

children with autism spectrui
disorder, or autism,

Blouin. Both are g
for a group of compl!
of brain development. Thes!
orders arc characterized, in
varying degrees, by difficul
verbal and
cation and

social interaction,

nonverbal communi
Families, many already reeling repetitive behaviors.

can lead to positive outcomes for
autistic children as they move
through the education system

and become adults,

professionals,

reaching out to healthcare pro-
viders and social workers to
build a referral network, they
also are jooking forward tO
holding Autism Awareness

medically, Nights for families and children

socially” for in the coming months.

¢ The medical literature suggests
early diagnoses and therapies

said Blouin.

ties in provides

said Founded in 2009, Centria serves
eneral terms
ex disorders
e dis-

children and young adults with
autism in Michigan, Texas and
New Mexico. In addition to
autism services, Centria
home-based cata-
strophic injury rehabilitation,
private duty nursing and sup-
portive ljving services.
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CNM Ingenuity Helps Address Neéd for More Workers Specialized in Autism Care

August 17, 2016 —~ CNM Ingenuity and Centria Healthcare are teaming up with the goal of tralning enocugh people to
fill 2 projected 300 new jobs In New Mexdeo.

Centria is a healthcare provider that, among its many services, works with children and young adults with
autism spectrum disorders. The company recently announced that it is moving into New Mexico and is
waorking with CNM to meet iis workforce needs.

“Centria is in need of registerad behavior technicians (RBTs) who help people with autism, their families
and caregivers,” said Lissa Knudsen, CNM's program coordinator. “Starting this fall, CNM will be offering a
45-hour RBT certificate training program to educate individuals to work in this profession. The company has
provided a generous donation to help launch the program and provide some financial aid to students.” _ : o

The CNM program will offer hands-on experisnce to students and give them the knowiedge they need to
pass the Registered Behavior Technician Exam. People who want o work as RBTs at companies other than Ceniria can also take the course.

RBTs work in home-care environments, in centers or in schools providing one-on-one therapy and behavioral assistance {o those diagnosed
with autism and other developmental disabiliies. They are responsible for implemanting behavioral plans developed by Board Certified Behavior
Angzlysts and coliecting and charting data on the progress and improvement in the abilities of clients with whom they work.

New Mexico's autism rates are climbing, and research shows that effective, sclentifically-based Applied Behavior Analysis interventions have a
profound impact on child development.

Though there are other programs available, CNM’s stands out because it will be offering:

* Roliing registration so students can get staried on their training st any time — students have three months from start date to finish;
* Five hours of stress management and prevention {raining so that students who graduate won't burn out;

* High-quality, interactive curricula developed by one of the most highly respected autism instructors in the state;

* In-person performance assessments that allow students to collaborate with future co-workers and provide a supportive structuré that gets
results.

Students in the program will learn Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Therapy that encourages positive behaviors and discourages negative
hehaviors in order to improve a variety of skifls, Currently in New Mexico, there are only 32 board-certified behavior analysts and a shortage of
RBTs.

CNM's RBT licensure program will start Aug. 29 and includes an online, self-paced component and 16 hours of face-to-face performance
assessments. -
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6100 Seagull St. NE, Suite B 200
Albuquerque, NM 87109

Office Phone: 855.77.AUTISM
Office Fax: 844-245-7836

CENTRIA BUSINESS BRIEF (NrW MEXICO)

Centria Healthcare is the leader in clinical and customer service expertise for
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). This Business Brief includes a snap shot of
Centria Healthcare’s Autism services.

www.CentriaAutism.com
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Clinical Excellence
100’s of Experts In Behavioral Health including Behavior Technicians,
Board Certified Behavioral Analysts & Psychologists.

Ages Accepted

Private Insurance 1-21 yrs
Medicaid 1-21 yrs
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Services Offered

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)

Diagnostic and Psychological Testing Services:
ADOS, ADI-R, Vineland, Mullen, DAS-II, Wechsler

ABA has been identified by the Surgeon General as the only evidenced based treatement for Autism.

Areas Of Coverage
We currently can provide In-Home Services throughout the entire state of
New Mexico.

In-Home Care

Centria currently provides in-home ABA therapy for those clients with Autism. Our
mission is make ABA accessible to all families, regarldess of service location. We
believe early intervention and expert clinicians are the key to success.

Insurance Plans Accepted

We are in network with most insurance options including commercial insurance,
medicaid plans, and military insurance (TRICARE).
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Benefits of ABA Therapy

Communication Skills:
Language, Vocabulary, Conversation, Social, Reading, Writing

Living Skills:
Fine Motor, Toileting, Dressing, Eating, Personal Self-Care, Domestic, Work

Behaviors Skills:
Hyperactivity, Self Injury, Tantrums, Non-Compliance, Aggressive behavior,
Inability to Sit Still

School Readiness Skills:
Organization, Environment Challenges, Acceptance of Change

855.77.AUTISM

T U T S P U R
Insurance Plans Currently Accepting

Presbyterian Commercial & Centennial Care Aetna Commercial
Blue Cross / Blue Shield of New Mexico United Optum Centennial Care
Cigna Commercial Military - Tricare Molina Centennial Care



