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• The Agricultural Experiment Station (AES) is the principal 
research unit of the College of Agricultural, Consumer and 
Environmental Sciences (ACES)

• The AES System supports fundamental and applied science 
and technology research to benefit New Mexico’s citizens in 
economic, social, and cultural 
aspects of agriculture, natural 
resource management, and 
family issues

• AES was created by the federal 
Hatch Act of 1887 and was 
constitutionally mandated in 
New Mexico in 1915

Agricultural Experiment Station
Mission
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• Total FY20 AES budget = 
$33.8 million (70% of budget 
is personnel service costs)

• State appropriations 
($14,948,600) constitute 
approximately 45% of the 
overall budget

• State’s investment in AES is 
matched more than 1:1 
through Federal 
appropriations, grants and 
contracts, and sales 

State
45%

Federal
7%

Grants & 
Contracts

39%

Sales
9%

Percent of Budget

State Federal Grants & Contracts Sales

Agricultural Experiment Station
Budget
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• The AES received $3.15 Million in capital 
outlay plus an additional $707,000 in non-
recurring funds for critical repairs needs

• $314,800 annual increase for 
maintenance 

• A prioritized list of repairs has been 
established and have received estimated 
for repair costs. 

• Projects are in the design phase with 
repairs expected to begin in 2020

Agricultural Experiment Station
FY20 Legislative Funding for ASCs

THANK YOU
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• Cost of current repair 
needs is approximately 
$25 Million

• FY21 request is for an 
additional $250,000 in 
operations for annual 
upkeep of the facilities at 
the ASCs

• $3 Million Capital Outlay 
is also requested to 
complete additional 
critical needs.

Agricultural Experiment Station
FY21 Legislative Funding for ASCs
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Agricultural Experiment Station
System Overview

• Agricultural Science 
Centers (ASCs) 
strategically located 
throughout New Mexico 
and the Las Cruces 
campus research 
facilities conduct 
research based on the 
needs of local 
stakeholders

• Statewide impact:
– Research outcomes 

impact stakeholders in 
all counties

NMSU & Leyendecker PSC, 
Fabian Garcia RC,  Chihuahuan
Desert Rangeland RC

Alcalde ASC

Artesia ASC

Clovis ASC

Corona RC

Clayton RC
Farmington ASC

Los Lunas 
ASC

Mora RC

Tucumcari ASC
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ASCs Address Diverse Agricultural 
Needs Statewide

• New Mexico is the 5th largest state in the country by area
• Land varies greatly in geography, climate, water resources, 

vegetation, soils, pests, land ownership, and land use
• NM has 11 of the USDA’s plant hardiness zones
• NM has 3 crop production regions (only CA has as many)
• NM has 5 USGS-defined watersheds (no other state has as many)
• NM has 126 distinct soil types

• The challenges presented by this diversity are met 
through NMSU’s research facilities that are strategically 
located throughout the state
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• The AES ensures that research remains current and 
relevant to NM through the use of advisory groups (ASC 
Advisory Committees, commodity groups and 
associations, etc.)

• These advisory groups:
Represent diverse interests of 

various stakeholders
Identify current research needs
Help to prioritize research efforts
Help in the planning of outreach 

efforts 

Agricultural Experiment Station
Advisory Groups
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AES faculty train the next generation of agricultural 
professionals, providing hands-on learning and 
research opportunities for high school students  
undergraduates and graduate students

Agricultural Experiment Station
“Training Tomorrow’s Scientists

and Developing Work-Force Ready Graduates”
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AES Research Efforts
• Approx. 9,500 acres of 

research sites (1,300 irrigated 
acres), plus campus-based 
laboratories 

• Addresses diverse subject 
matter issues across the ACES 
pillars for economic and 
community development

• Includes short-, medium- and 
long-range  collaborative, 
interdisciplinary research 
projects addressing 
immediate needs and 
providing solutions for 
agriculture’s greatest 
challenges
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Annual Impact from 6 selected 
Agricultural Programs*

*Based on a 2018 study by TEConomy Partners, LLC, Columbus, Ohio

Case Studies in 
ACES Impacts –
Examples of 
Agricultural 
Program Impacts 
in New Mexico

Just six programs 
result in annual 
impact benefits 
estimated at over 
$190 million

*Total impact of our work to the state’s agricultural economy exceeds $266 Million annually
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Research Impacts Web Resources
• Faculty Impact Stories: 

https://aces.nmsu.edu/impacts/
• Expanded impacts from long-term 

projects are being posted in the 
National Land-Grant University 
Database: 
https://landgrantimpacts.org/

• TEConomy Report: 
https://aces.nmsu.edu/economicim
pact/documents/teconomy-impact-
report-for-nmsu-aces---final-
reportr2.pdf

https://aces.nmsu.edu/impacts/
https://landgrantimpacts.org/
https://aces.nmsu.edu/economicimpact/documents/teconomy-impact-report-for-nmsu-aces---final-reportr2.pdf
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• Established during the 2019 legislative session
• The CESFAS will be the leader in building a vibrant 

agricultural economy by conducting innovative, 
transdisciplinary, collaborative research that facilitates and 
develops strong food and value-added agricultural 
businesses

• The CESFAS will provide interdisciplinary training and 
education to students to give industries work-force ready 
employees

• In partnership with industry, the CESFAS will help meet the 
complex challenge of feeding a growing global population 
using fewer natural resources

The Center of Excellence in Sustainable 
Food and Agricultural Systems (CESFAS)

An Interdisciplinary Program at NMSU
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• Funding has been leveraged with other 
NMSU funding and Industry support to 
create three new faculty positions:
Microbial Food Safety (Industry support)
Food Bioprocessing (joint appointment in the 

College of Engineering)
Sustainable Water Systems 

• College of Business is developing a 
position in Value-Added Ag Supply Chain 
Entrepreneurship

• Funding is also being used for:
• Administrative support 
• Program area faculty working groups

The Center of Excellence in Sustainable 
Food and Agricultural Systems (CESFAS)

An Interdisciplinary Program at NMSU
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• FY21 expansion request ($250,000) is 
for two additional faculty positions 
needed to fill critical gaps in current 
expertise: 
Value-added Agribusiness 

Entrepreneurship
Ag and Food Law and Policy

• These positions will have spilt 
appointments in both research and 
Extension. 

• Remaining funding will be used to 
support summer internships for 
undergraduates and for a competitive 
post-doc/ graduate student program

The Center of Excellence in Sustainable 
Food and Agricultural Systems (CESFAS)

An Interdisciplinary Program at NMSU
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• Food safety
• Food security
• Nutraceuticals and functional foods
• Specialty markets for meat and produce
• Hemp Industrialization
• Sustainable Water Systems
• Soil Health
• Agricultural adaptability to climate variability
• Artificial Intelligence and Big Data Science
• Value-added agribusiness and ag supply chain 

entrepreneurship
• Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Law and Policy
• Science and Agriculture Literacy and Consumer Education
• Agricultural and culinary tourism

The Center of Excellence in Sustainable 
Food and Agricultural Systems (CESFAS)

Proposed Areas of Work
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• Sustain human communities and the environments in which they 
live through food and agricultural systems that are 
environmentally sound, economically viable and socially 
responsible

• Develop and expand value-added agribusinesses in New Mexico
• Create jobs association with value-added agribusinesses
• Develop work-force ready graduates for wide-ranging careers

The Center of Excellence in Sustainable 
Food and Agricultural Systems (CESFAS)

Potential Impacts
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College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences

The College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences is an engine for economic and community development
in New Mexico, improving the lives of New Mexicans through academic, research, and Extension programs.

Thank you
Natalie P. Goldberg

Interim Associate Dean and Director
Agricultural Experiment Station

ngoldber@nmsu.edu; 575-646-3125

mailto:ngoldber@nmsu.edu
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