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Paying for college is difficult for many individuals and families.  As college prices continue on 
an upward trend, concerns about college affordability and individuals not seeking a 
postsecondary degree are on the rise.  These factors create a challenging environment for 
individuals seeking financial support to complete a postsecondary degree program.  
New Mexico’s state government has long worked to make a postsecondary education accessible 
for its citizens, and the state has an extensive system of universities, branch campuses, and 
community colleges.  Although New Mexico Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) have kept 
tuition rates relatively low compared to the IHEs nationally, the state also provides 26 different 
financial aid programs to assist students with their cost of attendance. 
 
On a national level a comparison between school years 2011-2012 and 2013-2014, the 
US Department of Education reports a 7.7 percent tuition increase for the National Average for 
four-year or above US colleges.  Attachment 1, U.S. Department of Education, How fast are 
college costs going up?, shows 33 universities that had the highest tuition increase, two of which 
are located in New Mexico. 
 

 
2011-12 2013-14 % Increase 

 Northern New Mexico College $2,822  $4,060  44% 
 New Mexico Highlands University $3,284  $4,000  22% 
 SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Fall 2013, 

Institutional Characteristics component and Winter 2013-14, Student Financial Aid component. 

 
 
However, according to The College Board, Annual Survey of Colleges, New Mexico’s average of 
$6,190 ranks as the fourth lowest average in the US; Attachment 2, New Mexico Higher 
Education Department FY 15 Tuition and Fees Summary, shows the FY 15 tuition and fee 
summary for public four- and two-year colleges in New Mexico for context, the average 
published tuition and fee prices for in-state students at public four-year institutions range from 
$4,646 in Wyoming to $14,712 in New Hampshire. 
 
The Annual Survey of Colleges also reported students attending higher education in New Mexico 
received a total of $765 million in financial aid during 2013.  Federal Pell grants and student 
loans are the majority of the aid provided to New Mexico students attending higher education 
institutions in the state (see Attachment 3a, New Mexico Financial Aid Overview). 
 
As a part of the total financial aid amount, the Higher Education Department administers 26 state 
financial aid programs and distributes more than $100 million per year.  The Legislative Lottery 
Scholarship is the primary state financial aid program (53 percent).  The remaining program 
types consist of other scholarships (34 percent), grants (11 percent) other funding sources 
(2.0 percent) as shown in Attachment 3b, State Financial Aid by Program Type. 



U.S. Department of Education 
How fast are college costs going up? 

Public, 4-year or above - Tuition 
National Average Percent Change: 7.7 

Institution State 2011-12 2013-14 % Increase 
East Georgia State College GA $2,678 $4,206 57 
Northern New Mexico College NM $2,822 $4,060 44 
Nicholls State University LA $4,737 $6,468 37 
The University of West Florida FL $4,701 $6,357 35 
Texas Woman's University TX $5,429 $7,339 35 
Western State Colorado University CO $5,473 $7,343 34 
The University of Tennessee-Knoxville TN $8,396 $11,194 33 
Adams State University CO $5,627 $7,449 32 
Southern University and A & M 
College LA $5,074 $6,630 31 
McNeese State University LA $4,383 $5,701 30 
University of Science and Arts of 
Oklahoma OK $3,744 $4,866 30 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette LA $4,864 $6,192 27 
University of New Orleans LA $5,214 $6,578 26 
Virginia Commonwealth University VA $9,517 $12,002 26 
Southern University at New Orleans LA $3,906 $4,911 26 
Jackson State University MS $5,050 $6,348 26 
Louisiana State University-Shreveport LA $4,494 $5,606 25 
Southeastern Louisiana University LA $4,604 $5,715 24 
Delta State University MS $5,288 $6,562 24 
Louisiana State University and 
Agricultural & Mechanical College LA $6,354 $7,873 24 
University of Louisiana at Monroe LA $5,101 $6,318 24 
Louisiana Tech University LA $5,896 $7,302 24 
Fort Lewis College CO $5,592 $6,923 24 
University of Hawaii-West Oahu HI $5,146 $6,336 23 
Northwestern State University of 
Louisiana LA $5,049 $6,207 23 
New Mexico Highlands University NM $3,284 $4,000 22 
Grambling State University LA $4,886 $5,950 22 
Puerto Rico Conservatory of Music PR $2,770 $3,370 22 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College GA $3,172 $3,848 21 
Louisiana State University-Alexandria LA $4,402 $5,337 21 
American Samoa Community College AS $2,940 $3,550 21 
West Virginia State University WV $4,918 $5,932 21 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data 
System (IPEDS), Fall 2013, Institutional Characteristics component and Winter 2013-14, Student Financial Aid component. 
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ATTACHMENT 3a

SOURCE:  College Board



 
  

 

ATTACHMENT 3b

SOURCE:  College Board




