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October 15, 2018

File No. 202.211369

The Honorable Brian Egolf The Honorable Stuart Ingle
brian.egolfl@nmlegis.cov stuart.ingle@nmlegis.sov

The Honorable Nate Gentry The Honorable Mary Kay Papen
natefornm@gmail.com marykay.papen@nmlegis.gov
The Honorable Sheryl Williams Stapleton The Honorable Peter Wirth
sheryl.stapleton@nmlegis.gov peter.wirth@nmlegis.gov

Dear Madam President, Mr. Speaker and Leaders:

Many if not all of you, along with several members of the house and senate, have
received letters from a Martha Trujillo of Santa Fe, describing in one letter a "hypothetical”
situation through which she claims a legislator could be the subject of a harassment complaint,
and how the Interim Legislative Ethics Committee's process is fraught with political
machinations and manipulation. While couched in hypothetical terms, the content of both letters
is clearly based on a false narrative involving the current investigation of one legislator. In the
process, the letters impugn the integrity of the hearing subcommittee, house leadership, counsel
to the subcommittee and committee staff, as well as the legislature as a whole. Such erroneous
characterization of the current process as described in the letters, and the use of innuendo,
personal attacks and falsehoods regarding the hearing subcommittee's current work, should not
be allowed to interfere with the ethics committee's important work.

Legislative Council Service staff have advised the hearing subcommittee to ignore these
letters; that the false accusations contained therein have been dealt with; and that the

subcommittee members must proceed to carry out their function under the established rules and
procedures. We can assure you that the subcommittee members are continuing to do just that.

e
B




The Honorable Brian Egolf The Honorable Stuart Ingle

The Honorable Nate Gentry The Honorable Mary Kay Papen
The Honorable Sheryl Williams Stapleton The Honorable Peter Wirth
October 15, 2018

Page 2

We therefore advise you of these developments and urge that you exercise your authority to also
advise your caucuses to restrain comment, to leave the subcommittee free to perform its duties,
with due regard for the legislatively established hearing process, and to protect the deliberative
security of the Interim Legislative Ethics Commiittee's important institutional role.

Sincerely,

P

D. WONDA JOHNSON

State Representative, District 5
Co-Chair, Interim Legislative Ethics
Hearing Subcommittee

GAIL ARMSTRONG

State Representative, District 49
Co-Chair, Interim Legislative Ethics
Hearing Subcommittee
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