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44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE

SENATE MEMORIAL 13

OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1999

| NTRODUCED BY
Patrick H Lyons

A MEMORI AL

REQUESTI NG THE CHI LDREN, YOUTH AND FAM LI ES DEPARTMENT TO
STUDY THE POTENTI AL FOR USI NG AN | NTENSI VE SUMMER LEARNI NG
PROGRAM TO HELP AT- RI SK STUDENTS ACH EVE ACADEM C PARI TY.

VWHEREAS, many single-parent famlies are a result of

unsupportive parents who have many children in different

rel ati onshi ps, causing
t hensel ves as single p

children at risk and ¢

VWHEREAS, | owincone, single-parent children are at risk

soci ally, educati onal
VWHEREAS, nany of
because the single par
support her children,
adequate attention to

VWHEREAS, nany of

great pain and devastation to

arents and their children, putting the

ausing a fiscal burden to the state;

y and crimnally; and

these children suffer from negl ect
ent nmust work at nore than one job to
and the parent has no tinme to give

her children; and

these children begin school behind their

peers, and as they proceed through the grades, the academ c

gap w dens, |eading many of themto drop out of school as

academ c failures; and
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VWHEREAS, many of the children in grades four through six
have never devel oped reading skills above the first grade
| evel, which manifests itself in acute problens of
soci alization; and

VWHEREAS, a pilot programinvol ving | owincone, at-risk,
singl e-parent children in Covis used an intensive Phoeni x-
based reading, math and life skills programthat has hel ped
many of themto inprove their skills and grade |eve
performance by as much as three grade |evels within four
nmont hs; and

WHEREAS, these inprovenents have hel ped the children to
i nprove their social skills and achi eve academic parity,
gi ving them a chance to conpete on an equal basis;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE
OF NEW MEXI CO that the children, youth and families departnent
be requested to study the potential for using an intensive
sumrer Phoeni x-based | earning program simlar to the program
in Clovis, to help at-risk students achi eve academic parity;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED that a copy of this menorial be

transmtted to the secretary of children, youth and famlies.
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