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SENATE MEMORIAL 10

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1999
| NTRODUCED BY

Leonard Tsosi e

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE CHI LDREN, YOUTH AND FAM LI ES DEPARTMENT TO
PROVI DE CULTURAL SENSI TI VI TY TRAI NI NG FOR EMPLOYEES AND
CULTURALLY APPROPRI ATE SPI RI TUAL ACTI VI TI ES FOR | NCARCERATED
DELI NQUENT NATI VE AMERI CAN YOUTH

VWHEREAS, New Mexi co i ncarcerates nore than one thousand
five hundred juveniles each year; and

WHEREAS, even nore Native Anerican juveniles are
processed through the juvenile court, parole and probation
systens each year; and

WHEREAS, approximately nine and one-half percent of the
youth determ ned to be delinquent and incarcerated in New
Mexi co youth facilities are Native Anerican; and

VWHEREAS, incarcerated youth are provided access to
religious activities; and

WHEREAS, the Children's Code states that a Native
American child placed in a secure facility shall be allowed to
mai ntain his cultural ties and shall be permtted to

participate in activities that strengthen cultural awareness
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provi ded by a representative of the child' s culture; and

WHEREAS, in the adult penal institutions of the state,
sweat |odges built by the inmates are avail able so that
cultural and spiritual training is available to Native
Anerican i nnates; and

WHEREAS, Native Anerican juveniles detained in secure
facilities for long periods of tine should have access to
cultural and spiritual training, and sweat |odges shoul d be
i ncluded as part of the permtted activity; and

WHEREAS, nmany state enpl oyees who interface with Native
Anmerican youth and adults through the justice systemcould
increase their effectiveness by receiving cultural sensitivity
trai ning; and

WHEREAS, the lack of cultural sensitivity in the
managenent of correctional facilities and the |ack of
culturally conpetent enpl oyees to handle issues that arise at
correctional facilities may lead to unrest and riots as
denmonstrated by recent events at the Lea county correctiona
facility;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE
OF NEWMEXICO that all state institutions that are secure
facilities housing Native Anerican juveniles be requested to
review the activities available to help Native Anerican
chil dren adj udi cated as delinquents, or incarcerated prior to
adj udication, to maintain their cultural ties, strengthen
their cultural awareness and participate in culturally
appropriate spiritual or religious activities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the children, youth and

fam |ies departnent establish an ongoing programto provide
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cultural sensitivity training to its enpl oyees who work with
Nati ve American children, adults and fam|lies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat secure facilities hol ding
adj udi cated Native American youth devel op prograns that all ow
those youth to have access to religious and spiritual
training, sweat |odges and other activities that wl|
strengthen cultural awareness and help maintain cultural ties
to the youth's community; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED t hat copies of this menorial be
transmtted to the secretary of children, youth and famlies
and to the directors of the New Mexi co boys' school, the New
Mexico girls' school, the Cam no Nuevo youth center, the youth
di agnosti c and devel opment center and the reintegration

centers of the state.
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