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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 14
43RD LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

1998

| NTRODUCED BY
WLLIAM F. DAVI S

A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
PROPOSI NG TO AMEND THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF NEW MEXI CO TO AUTHORI ZE
AN | NI TI ATI VE PROCESS FOR STATE LAWS OR CONSTI TUTI ONAL
AMENDMENTS.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. It is proposed to anend Article 4 of the
constitution of New Mexico by adding a new Section 43 to read

"A. The people reserve the power of initiative to
amend the constitution and | aws of New Mexi co.

B. The initiative is the power of the people to
propose anmendnents to the constitution and | aws of New Mexico
and to adopt or reject them A constitutional anendnent
proposed by initiative shall require a petition signed by a
nunber of qualified voters equaling not |ess than eight
percent of the votes cast for all candidates for governor at
the | ast gubernatorial election, and a statutory amendnent
proposed by initiative shall require a petition signed by a

nunber of qualified voters equaling not |ess than five percent
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of the votes cast for all candidates for governor at the |ast
gubernatorial election.

C. Apetition for a statutory anmendnment, filed
with the secretary of state not |ess than ninety days before a
regul ar, special or extraordinary session of the |egislature,
shall be submitted by the secretary of state to the
| egislature for its consideration at the session. |If the
initiative is enacted into law by the |egislature, then the
law is effective upon signature by the governor, unless the
initiative provides for a later effective date. |If the
initiative, as proposed, is not enacted into law, then it
shal | be placed on the ballot pursuant to Subsection D of this
section. |If the proposed initiative is anended and enacted
into law, then neither the proposed initiative nor the enacted
| aw shall be effective and both shall be placed on the ball ot
pursuant to Subsection D of this section.

D. The question of whether to approve or reject a
petition for a constitutional anmendment shall be submitted to
the voters by the secretary of state at the next general or
speci al statew de election called for that purpose occurring
not | ess than four nonths after the initial petitionis filed
with the secretary of state. The question of whether to
approve or reject a statutory initiative required to be placed
on the ballot pursuant to Subsection C of this section shal
be submtted to the voters by the secretary of state at the
next general or special statew de election called for that
pur pose occurring after the end of the |egislative session
during which the initiative was considered. An initiative

approved by a majority of voters voting on the question shal
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take effect the day after certification of the election
results by the state canvassi ng board, unless the amendment
provides for a later effective date; provided that if

provi sions of two or nore initiatives approved at the sane
el ection conflict, those of the initiative receiving the

hi ghest nunber of votes shall take effect.

E. No initiative shall direct appropriations,
create a public debt, provide for |ocal or special |aws or
enbrace nore than one subject.

F. A statutory initiative that has been approved
by the voters may only be anended or repeal ed by subsequent
action of the legislature with a two-thirds' vote of the
menbers el ected to each house.

G Aninitiative for a constitutional or statutory
anmendnent that has been rejected by the voters shall not be
pl aced on a ballot again pursuant to this section until a
m ni mrum of two years has el apsed.

H It is a felony for any person to sign any
petition with any nane other than his own, or to sign his nane
nmore than once for the sanme neasure, or to sign a petition
when he is not a qualified elector.

I. The legislature shall enact | aws necessary for
the effective exercise of the power hereby reserved."

Section 2. The anmendnent proposed by this resol ution
shall be submitted to the people for their approval or
rejection at the next general election or at any speci al
el ection prior to that date which may be called for that

pur pose.
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