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BILL SUMMARY 

 

Synopsis of Bill 

 

House Bill 42 (HB42) requires the epidemiology division of the Department of Health (DOH) to 

create the “Statewide Public Health and Climate Program.” The program must be designed to 

accomplish the following goals  

 Provide direct grants to political subdivisions of the state to assist local communities in 

preparing and responding to public health emergencies related to climate change and 

extreme weather; 

 Improve interagency collaboration focused on health equity, especially as it relates to 

climate impacts; 

 Assist in the formulation of local action plans building health resiliency against future 

climate impacts; 

 Provide climate and public health expertise to assist local communities in making health-

informed decisions, integrating climate and public health science into emergency response 

plans, and accessing federal and other funds for climate adaptation; and  

 Facilitate meaningful community engagement within communities most harmed or most 

likely to be harmed by extreme weather events. 

 

HB42 creates the public health and climate resiliency fund and provides criteria for grants of up 

to $250 thousand to political subdivisions of the state. The bill appropriates $1.1 million to DOH 

to create and support the Statewide Public Health and Climate Program and appropriates $5 million 

in seed funding to the public health and climate resiliency fund for grants in FY24 through FY28.  

 

This analysis focuses on the bill’s impact to New Mexico public school districts, which are 

considered political subdivisions of the state.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

 

HB42 creates the public health and climate resiliency fund as a reverting fund in the state treasury. 

The fund will consist of appropriations, gifts, grants, donations, investment income, and any other 
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money distributed or otherwise allocated to the fund. The fund will be administered by DOH and 

will be used to carry out the Statewide Public Health and Climate Program. 

 

HB42 appropriates $1.1 million from the general fund to DOH for expenditure in FY24.  Any 

unexpended or unencumbered balance remaining at the end of FY24 shall revert to the general 

fund. 

 

HB42 also appropriates $5 million from the general fund to DOH for expenditure in FY24 through 

FY28. The funds are intended to be transferred to the public health and climate resiliency fund to 

support grants to political subdivisions of the state. Any unexpended or unencumbered balance 

remaining at the end of FY28 shall revert to the general fund. 

 

Political subdivisions of the state, including school districts, are eligible for grants up to $250 

thousand to prepare for and respond to public health emergencies related to extreme weather and 

other climate impacts. DOH shall prioritize grant applications which meet the following criteria: 

 Benefit low-income and disadvantaged communities; 

 Integrate public health concerns and recommendations with existing local emergency and 

climate adaptation plans; 

 Emphasize planning that is also eligible for federal funds; and 

 Involve local health councils as direct participants in the planning process. 

 

At least 50 percent of the funding awarded must be awarded to political subdivisions with a total 

population less than 100 thousand, a criteria that all school districts meet. 

 

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 

 

School districts are often cornerstones of local communities’ emergency response plans. Schools 

offer large, spacious buildings that can be used to shelter displaced residents during fires, floods, 

or other natural disasters. HB42 creates a competitive grant program that would allow school 

districts to apply for funding to support the creation of emergency response plans directly related 

to climate change and extreme weather events. 

 

While the specific rules of the program remain unclear, it is likely school districts that plan to 

provide shelter to displaced residents during a climate-related emergency would be eligible for a 

grant of up to $250 thousand to support the plan. Emergencies related to climate change may 

include wildfires caused by drought, flooding caused by severe rainstorms, power outages during 

extreme cold or snowstorms, or any number of other events at the discretion of DOH.  

 

HB42 could also support the work of school-based health centers in addressing public health 

concerns that are proximally related to climate change. The World Health Organization (WHO) 

notes climate change could have a substantial effect on the social and environmental determinants 

of health. Smoke from wildfires could increase the prevalence of asthma and reduce the supply of 

safe drinking water, and individuals who lose their homes are also likely to experience adverse 

health events. 

 

Not all school districts will be eligible for funding, and those that receive funding will likely 

receive less than the maximum grant of $250 thousand. If each of New Mexico’s school districts 

receives an award, the award would total $56 thousand. School districts will be competing for 

resiliency grant funding against New Mexico’s counties, cities, towns, villages, and other political 

subdivisions of the state, as well as the state’s Native American tribes, nations, and pueblos. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health#:~:text=Climate%20change%20affects%20the%20social,malaria%2C%20diarrhoea%20and%20heat%20stress.
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ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

 

DOH would be required to build and administer the Statewide Public Health and Climate Program. 

The term “public health emergencies related to climate change” is ambiguous; HB42 requires 

DOH to rely on climate science to determine whether emergencies may be proximally caused by 

climate change. DOH would also be required to evaluate all grants and prioritize grants that meet 

certain high-needs criteria, enumerated in the bill. 

 

RELATED BILLS 

 

Duplicates SB5, Public Health and Climate Resiliency. 
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