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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of HFl #1 Amendment 
 
The House Floor #1 amendment clarifies terms of appointments for board members and 
temporary licensure without examination and fee waivers, including for chiropractic physicians 
licensed in other states, to temporarily practice in areas where the governor has made a disaster 
declaration.   
 
     Synopsis of HSEIC Amendment 
 
The House State Government, Elections and Indians Affairs Committee amendment provides 
that members of the board are appointed for staggered terms of five years; limits board members 
to two full consecutive terms with one full term after a three-year hiatus; and permits a 
temporary license in certain circumstances, including for state or federal disaster responses.   
 
     Synopsis of Original Bill  
 
House Bill 152 amends the Chiropractic Physician Practice Act (Act) Sections 61-4-1 et seq. 
NMSA 1978  to change how vacancies on the board are filled, provide for temporary licensure 
without examination in certain circumstances, and adds exemptions from provisions of the Act. 
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More specifically,   
 
Section 1 eliminates the requirement for the New Mexico Chiropractic Association to submit 
names for consideration to the governor in filling board vacancies. The bill also directs the board 
to elect a chair and vice-chair annually. Currently, the board elects a chair and secretary-
treasurer. 
 
Section 4 authorizes the issuance of a temporary license to a chiropractic physician licensed and 
practicing in another state in which a federal disaster has been declared, for four months 
following the disaster or for the remainder of the term of the out-of-state license, and waives 
these fees. 
 
Section 5 authorizes the issuance of a temporary license to interns who are first-time applicants 
and supervised by a chiropractic physician licensed in New Mexico, for up to twelve months. 
 
Section 6 authorizes the issuance of a temporary license to a chiropractic physician licensed in 
another state if serving as a substitute for a chiropractic physician on vacation or medical leave. 
 
Section 8 exempts from the Act a chiropractic physician licensed in another jurisdiction or 
chiropractic college educator if teaching, demonstrating, or providing services for an education 
seminar of 10 days or less; practicing in New Mexico on a temporary basis for a performing arts 
or sporting event; or practicing in New Mexico for the duration of a federal disaster declaration. 
 
There is no effective date of this bill. It is assumed that the effective date is 90 days following 
adjournment of the Legislature. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
The bill does not associate a fee with the three new temporary license types.  According to RLD, 
the requirement for a temporary license requires an expenditure of resources to receive, process 
and review applications.  The absence of an associated fee for the temporary licenses will result 
in a negative fiscal impact for RLD and the board, since resources will be required to be 
expended, but no income will be associated with this new work load.  A majority of the practice 
acts for boards administratively attached to RLD charge a license fee for temporary licenses.   
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
The bill allows chiropractic physicians, educators and interns, under certain circumstances, to 
practice temporarily without meeting examination requirements or presumably paying fees.  
 
PERFORMANCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
RLD noted it is not aware of any instances where a chiropractic licensee in another jurisdiction 
was required to apply for New Mexico licensure in order to teach an education seminar in the 
state.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS  
 
RLD and the board will need to conduct a rulemaking to accommodate the changes in the bill. 
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OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 
 
The Act requires the applicant be “of good moral character” which requires a judgment call as to 
the seriousness of past issues, and that the person has fulfilled his or her obligations under the 
law. 
 
AMENDMENTS 
 
RLD recommends a fee be associated with the three new temporary license types. 
 
AHO/rl/sb/rl/al            


