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HOUSE BILL 282

55TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SESSION, 2021
INTRODUCED BY

Christine Trujillo

This document may incorporate amendments proposed by a
committee, but not yet adopted, as well as amendments
that have been adopted during the current legislative
session. The document is a tool to show amendments in
context and cannot be used for the purpose of adding
amendments to legislation.

AN ACT
RELATING TO EDUCATION; REQUIRING THE PUBLIC EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT TO COLLABORATE WITH THE HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
TO ADMINISTER THE EXTERNAL DIPLOMA PROGRAM; HEC-?AMENDING—THE

DEFINITION OF “QUALIFIED STUDENT";4HEC PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS
TO RECEIVE FUNDS; MAKING AN APPROPRIATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO:

SECTION 1. Section 22-1-9.2 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 2019,

.218272.3AIC March 2, 2021 (3:44pm)



new

underscored material

new

Amendments:

=*bold, blue, highlighté=

Chapter 185, Section 1) is amended to read:
"22-1-9.2. DEPARTMENT-ISSUED DIPLOMAS.--

A. The department shall authorize a diploma program
that results in a diploma award by the department for adults
who have not graduated from high school but who want a program
that:

[A<] (1) documents their educational
attainment through college and career readiness standards;

[B=] (2) assesses high school-level skills in
applied life and work contexts; and

[€6~] (3) prepares them to enter college or the
workforce, upgrade their skills, advance to a better job or
move from one field of work to another.

B. The department, in collaboration with the higher

education department, shall administer the external diploma

program."
HEC-SECTION—2-—Seetion—22-8-2NMSA—1978(being Laws
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public—education—or the secretary's designee-"¢HEC
SECTION HEC-»3-¢HEC HEC-2.HEC APPROPRIATION.--

A. Five million dollars ($5,000,000) is
appropriated from the general fund to the higher education
department for expenditure in fiscal year 2022 for the
administration of the external diploma program. Any unexpended
or unencumbered balance remaining at the end of fiscal year
2022 shall revert to the general fund.

B. To receive funds, a public school must have been
in existence prior to July 1, 2021 and be certified to provide
an external diploma program. The department shall prioritize
funding to public schools that have served adult students
toward obtaining a high school equivalency credential or high
school diploma in the 2018-2019 school year.

C. A public school providing an external diploma
program shall receive five thousand dollars ($5,000) per
student enrolled in the public school's external diploma
program.

SECTION HEC-¥4-¢HEC HEC-3.¢HEC EFFECTIVE DATE.--The
effective date of the provisions of this act is July 1, 2021.
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