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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill  
 
House Bill 447 provides exemptions from the Veterinary Practice Act for pet owners or 
designated caregivers to: 
 

 Inject a pet with licensed veterinarian-prescribed insulin; 
 Vaccinate a pet against disease other than rabies; and 
 Implant a microchip containing owner information in a pet. 

 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
No fiscal impact to the state is anticipated. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
The BVM raises a concern with the term “designated caregiver”.  It believes providing a specific 
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definition of that term would best serve New Mexicans and their companion animals.  NMLB 
echoes that concern.   
 
Additionally, the OAG questions whether the exemption allowing an owner or caregiver to 
vaccinate a pet should require the vaccination be prescribed by a licensed veterinarian. 
 
RELATIONSHIP 
 
HB 477 relates to CS/HB 219, which also amends the exemption provisions in the Veterinary 
Practice Act. 
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