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A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE CFFI CE CF GULTURAL AFFAIRS, THE A TY CF
LAS CRUCES, THE NEW MEXI GO VETERANS SERVI CE COWM SSI ON AND
NEW MEXI GO STATE UNI VERSI TY TO COLLABCRATE ON A PROPCSAL TO
ESTABLI SH A NEW MEXI QO STATE VETERANS MJSEUM I N LAS CRUCES

WHEREAS, there are currently twenty-one nmuseuns in
New Mexico that include mlitary itens and exhibits in their
col l ections; and

WHEREAS, because those nuseuns are scattered throughout the
state and contain artifacts fromdifferent wars and canpai gns, the
contributions of New Mexico's veterans are not adequately
represented; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico's mlitary history is extensive, as it
covers nearly five hundred years and includes the exploits of
conqui stadors, roughriders, code tal kers, buffalo sol diers, Bataan
death marchers and seven nedal of honor recipients; and

WHEREAS, the city of Las Qruces, which is hone to a
signi ficant popul ation of veterans and which lies in close proximty
to Fort Bliss, Biggs arny field, Wite Sands mssile range and
Hol I oman air force base, is a | ogical choice for a New Mexico state
vet erans' nuseum and

WHEREAS, Las Qruces is al so hone to New Mexico state
university, which could contribute its resources to the
consolidation of mlitary artifacts that are now scattered
t hroughout the state and could assist with the establishment of a
New Mexi co state veterans' nuseunm and
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charged with oversight of state museuns; and

WHEREAS, the New Mexi co veterans' service conmmssion is
the state agency charged with oversight of veterans issues;

NOW THEREFCRE, BE I T RESCLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE
OF NEWMEXI CO that the office of cultural affairs, the city of Las
O uces, the New Mexico veterans' service conm ssion and New
Mexi co state university be requested to collaborate on a proposal to
establish a New Mexi co state veterans' museumin Las Cruces and
report the results of their efforts and their recommendations to the
| egislative finance conmttee no |later than Cctober 1, 2003; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
transmitted to the state cultural affairs officer, the mayor of the
city of Las Qruces, the director of the New Mexico veterans
service commi ssion and the president of New Mexico state

uni versity.
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