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HOUSE BI LL 13

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002
| NTRODUCED BY

Joe Mohorovic

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C SCHOCLS; REQUI RI NG THE STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON TO DRAW NEW SCHOOL DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES STATEW DE
PROVI DI NG FOR ELECTI ONS

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] SCHOOL DI STRICTS--LIM T ON NUMBER- -
REDI STRI CT1 NG- - CONSI DERATI ONS- - DEFI NI TI ONS. - -

A.  Every public school in the state shall be
| ocated within the geographi cal boundaries of a schoo
district. The geographic boundaries of a school district
shall not overl ap the geographi cal boundaries of another
school district.

B. Beginning on July 15, 2005, there shall be no
nmore than fifty school districts in the state. The state
board shall draw new school district boundaries before that
date in accordance with Sections 2 and 3 of this act.

C. As used in Sections 1 through 5 of this act:
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(1) "existing school district" neans a schoo
district that exists on July 1, 2004; and
(2) "new school district” neans a schoo
district created by the state board to begin operation on July
15, 2005."
Section 2. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] NEW SCHOOL DI STRI CTS- - CONSI DERATI ONS. - -

A. The state board shall consider the foll ow ng
when determ ning the geographi c boundaries of schoo
di stricts:

(1) an optinmm student popul ati on of between
five thousand and ei ght thousand five hundred,

(2) the geographic boundaries of existing
school districts, counties and nunicipalities;

(3) equalization of educational opportunities
for public school students in each school district;

(4) the nost advantageous and econom cal use
of public school facilities and transportati on;

(5) the conveni ence and wel fare of public
school students in each school district; and

(6) the best interest of public education in
each school district and the best interest of public education
in the state.

B. The state board shall also consider each public
school's accreditation status, its annual accountability
ranki ng and the soci o-econonic variables of its student
popul ati on so that schools in need of inprovenent or

probationary schools are apportioned as evenly as possible
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anong school districts.”
Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] SCHOCL DI STRI CT SURVEY COWM TTEES. - -

A. The state board may appoint one or nore schoo
district survey conmttees to advise it on how school district
boundari es should be drawn. The state board shall determ ne
the nenbership of a school district survey conmttee, but each
school district survey coommittee shall include at |east:

(1) one nenber of the state board,

(2) one person representing each schoo
district being surveyed;

(3) one parent of a school-age student in one
of the school districts being surveyed; and

(4) one person know edgeabl e about public
school s and school nmanagenment who does not reside in a schoo
district being surveyed.

B. Menbers of a school district survey commttee
may receive per diemand nil eage expenses as provided in the
Per Diem and M| eage Act but shall receive no other
conpensation, perquisite or allowance. Per diemand m | eage
costs shall be paid fromthe departnent of education budget.
The departnent of education shall provide staff for the schoo
district survey conmttees."”

Section 4. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] NEW SCHOCL DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES- -
PUBLI CATI ON- - ELECTI ON OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS. - -

A. The state board shall announce new school
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di strict boundaries by Septenber 30, 2004 to take effect July
15, 2005. The school district boundaries shall be published
in a newspaper of general circulation in each county of the
state as provided in Section 14-11-11 NMSA 1978. In addition,
each existing school district shall make publication by
posting notice of the new school district boundaries in at
| east six conspicuous places within the school district. The
cost of publication shall be borne by the school districts.
B. Existing local school boards shall cease to
exi st on July 15, 2005. Board nenbers of existing |ocal
school boards shall continue in office until their successors
are elected and qualified.
C. Candidates for the new | ocal school boards

shall file declarations of candidacy on the third Tuesday of
Decenber 2004 as provided in Section 1-22-7 NMSA 1978 and the
| ocal school board el ection shall be held on the first Tuesday
of February 2005. The election shall be a regular election
and shall be called, conducted and canvassed as provided in
t he School Election Law. The existing |ocal school boards
shal |l issue the election proclamations. Notw thstanding the
provi sions of Section 22-5-8 NVMSA 1978, the initial ternms of
| ocal school board menbers elected in 2005 shall begin on July
15, 2005; thereafter, terns shall begin March 1 as provided in
t hat section.”

Section 5. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] CONTRACTS, TENURE AND | NDEBTEDNESS OF
EXI STI NG LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS. - -

A.  To the maximum extent practicable, contracts
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entered into by an existing |ocal school district shall be
bi ndi ng on the new school district.
B. Any outstandi ng school district bonds or other

i ndebt edness of an existing school district shall not be
affected by changes in its boundaries pursuant to
redistricting. The existing school district shall retainits
identity for the purposes of paying any debt service until the
bonds or certificates are paid in full. A new school district
shall not becone responsible for the debt service of an
exi sting school district; provided, however, that the ability
of the new school district to incur debt is contingent on the
debts of existing school districts that become a part of the
new district."

Section 6. REPEAL.--Sections 22-4-1 through 22-4-18 NVSA
1978 (being Laws 1967, Chapter 16, Sections 14 through 16,
Laws 1970, Chapter 4, Section 2, Laws 1967, Chapter 16,
Sections 17 through 22, Laws 1970, Chapter 4, Section 3, Laws
1967, Chapter 16, Sections 23 through 26, Laws 1955, Chapter
76, Section 1 and Laws 1977, Chapter 213, Sections 1 and 2, as

anended) are repeal ed.
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