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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 14

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - 2ND SPECIAL SESSION, 2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Luci ano “Lucky” Varel a

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE LEG SLATI VE FI NANCE COW TTEE, THE DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH, THE HUVAN SERVI CES DEPARTMENT, THE NEW MEXI CO
HEALTH POLI CY COW SSI ON, THE STATE AGENCY ON AG NG THE
OFFI CE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND OTHERS TO WORK TOGETHER TO
STUDY AND DEVELOP RECOMVENDATI ONS ON LOW MEDI CARE RATES AND
UNFAI R METHODOLOGY.

VWHEREAS, the present nethodol ogy used by the federal
government to determ ne nedicare paynent rates results in
di sproportionately low rates for health care providers in New
Mexi co; and

WHEREAS, the resulting |ow nedicare rates place a
significant financial burden on New Mexico health care
providers and result in limted access to services by
nmedi care patients in urban and especially rural areas of the
state; and

VWHEREAS, | ow nedicare rates are causi ng an exodus of
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health care providers fromthe state; and

WHEREAS, the existing nmedicare nethodol ogy is inherently
unfair, inequitable and discrimnating;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the | egislative finance conmmtt ee,
t he departnment of health, the human services departnent, the
New Mexi co health policy comm ssion, the office of the
attorney general, the state agency on agi ng, New Mexico
heal th plans and health care provider associations work
cooperatively to study and devel op recommendati ons to resol ve
issues related to | ow nedicare rates and the unfair,
i nequi tabl e and di scrim natory nedi care net hodol ogy; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that their findings and
recommendati ons be presented to the | egislative finance
commttee, the New Mexico | egislative council and the office
of the governor by Cctober 15, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the legislative finance comrittee and its
chair, the New Mexico | egislative council, the New Mexico
congressi onal delegation, the director of the health care
financi ng adm nistration, the secretary of the United States
heal t h and human servi ces departnent, the New Mexico attorney
general, the secretary of health, the secretary of human
services, the chairman of the state agency on aging, the
chai rman of the New Mexico health policy comm ssion and
representatives of New Mexico health plans and health care

provi der associ ati ons.
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