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SENATE BILL 19

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - 2ND SPECIAL SESSION, 2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Joseph J. Carraro

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO H GHER EDUCATI ON, AUTHORI ZI NG PRI VATE STUDENT
TU TI ON SCHOLARSHI PS; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON; DECLARI NG AN
EMERGENCY

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO

Section 1. SHORT TITLE. --This act may be cited as the
"Private Student Tuition Schol arship Act".

Section 2. LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The | egi sl ature
recogni zes that for every student eligible for public school
who is instead educated in a non-public school or at hone,
the state is spared the cost of educating that student. The
intent of the Private Student Tuition Scholarship Act is to
recogni ze the value of the private contribution that has been
made to the student's education by providing the student with
a tuition scholarship for post-secondary education

Section 3. DEFINITIONS.--As used in the Private Student

Tuition Schol arship Act:
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A.  "conm ssion" neans the conmm ssion on higher
educati on;

B. "eligible institution" nmeans any public post-
secondary educational institution in New MeXico;

C. "eligible student” neans a New Mexi co resident
under the age of twenty-four who has conpl eted one or nore
years of qualifying private education; and

D. "qualifying private education” nmeans el enentary
or secondary education in New Mexico that occurred after July
1, 2000 at an accredited non-public school or in an approved
hone school program

Section 4. ELIGBILITY.--An eligible student neeting
entrance requirenments shall be entitled to one full-year
tuition scholarship to the eligible institution of the
student's choice for each year of qualifying private
education conpleted by the student at a tine when the student
was eligible for enrollnment in public school in New Mexico
The schol arship shall continue for such tine as the recipient
remai ns a student in good standing at the institution, but in
no event shall the student receive a scholarship for nore
than five years.

Section 5. RULES. --The conm ssion nmay adopt rul es
necessary to inplenent the provisions of the Private Student
Tui tion Schol arship Act.

Section 6. APPROPRIATION.--One mllion four hundred
t housand dol | ars ($1, 400, 000) is appropriated fromthe

general fund to the comm ssion on higher education for
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expenditure in fiscal year 2001 to inplenent the Private
Student Tuition Scholarship Act. Any unexpended or
unencunber ed bal ance renmai ning at the end of fiscal year 2001
shall revert to the general fund.

Section 7. EMERGENCY.--It is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i nedi ately.
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