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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 71

4A4TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 200

| NTRODUCED BY
Manny M Aragon

A JO NT MEMORI AL
RECOGNI ZI NG ELFEGO BACA' S CONTRI BUTI ONS TO NEW MEXI CO S
HERI TAGE.

WHEREAS, El fego Baca was a gunfighter, |awran, narshal
attorney, politician, private detective, schoo
superi ntendent, mayor, county clerk and district attorney;
and

VWHEREAS, Elfego Baca was nost of all a chanpion for the
underdog and a staunch defender of justice; and

VWHEREAS, born in the tunultuous year of 1865, Elfego
Baca entered this world with a thunp, so the story goes,
while his nother was junping for the ball in a baseball gane;
and

WHEREAS, at the age of nineteen, Elfego Baca, a
sheriff's deputy in Socorro, rode one hundred thirty mles to
San Francisco Plaza, a small town now call ed Reserve, to dea

with dozens and dozens of cowboys who were making things
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difficult for the Mexicans in that settlenent; and

WHEREAS, Deputy Baca arrested one cowboy and, when ot her
cowboys tried to free the prisoner, he engaged the others in
a shootout in which one cowboy was wounded and anot her kill ed
when that cowboy fell fromhis horse; and

VWHEREAS, follow ng that incident, Baca was forced to
hole himself up in a jacal and defend hinself by shooting
t hough the rafters as sonme ei ghty cowboys poured bullets into
the hut and later tried to burn it down; and

VWHEREAS, Elfego Baca held off the cowboys for thirty-six
hours, killing four nmen and injuring another eight until he
finally surrendered to Deputy Sheriff Frank Rose; and

VWHEREAS, during his trial on nurder charges, the door of
the jacal, reportedly peppered with four hundred bull et
hol es, was subnitted as evidence, which helped | ead to Baca's
acquittal; and

VWHEREAS, he has been the subject of a Walt Di sney
television series entitled "The N ne Lives of Elfego Baca",
books and many histories of the tinme period; and

VWHEREAS, as a legend in his own lifetinme and a folk hero
after his death at the age of eighty, Elfego Baca stands as a
pi cturesque character, a man who was nore than a gunfighter
and ruffian but a man whose eventful life in the tinme of the
settlement of the O d Wst stands as a testanment to
chanpi oni ng the poor and the Hi spanic citizens of the state
of New Mexi co; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
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STATE OF NEWMEXICO that it extend its recognition of Elfego
Baca for his dedication to the city of Socorro and the state
of New Mexico and take pride in his part of the history of

the old west; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be

transmtted to the mayor of Socorro.
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