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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 65
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,
2000

| NTRODUCED BY
Art hur Rodarte

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE GAME COWM SSI ON TO ESTABLI SH W TH THE
FEDERAL LAND AND W LDLI FE MANAGEMENT AGENCI ES CARRYI NG
CAPACI TI ES AND HERD SI ZE FOR ELK | N NEW MEXI CO.

WHEREAS, wildlife is an inportant and desirable asset to
all New Mexi cans; and

WHEREAS, carrying capacity is the sustainable quantity
and quality of forage avail able and not allocated to other
uses; and

VHEREAS, overpopul ation of el k can damage the
agricultural and rural econony, the health of the herd and
other wildlife and established |ocal cultures of New Mexico;
and

VWHEREAS, rangel and, agricultural |land and riparian areas

are bei ng degraded and damaged by over popul ati ons of elk
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t hr oughout New Mexi co; and

VWHEREAS, herd managenent shoul d be conducted in areas
where el k depredation and riparian danage cannot be
controlled in any other way;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state ganme conmission with the
federal land and wildlife managenent agencies be requested to
devel op a strategic el k managenent plan that is based on elk
guantity, quality of habitat and the established carrying
capacity and includes provisions for all managenent options
to manage and contain the el k herd popul ati on when necessary;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state gane conm ssion
strategi c el k managenent plan be devel oped through a process,
i ncluding private | andowners and sportsnen; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the state gane conm ssion and the regi ona
directors of the United States forest service, fish and
wi ldlife service and bureau of | and nanagenent.
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