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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 56
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Sue F. W/ son

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE | NTERSTATE STREAM COWM SS|I ON AND THE STATE
ENG NEER TO WORK TOGETHER AND COOPERATI VELY W TH OTHERS TO
DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A COVPREHENSI VE STATE WATER MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY.

WHEREAS, water is vital to New Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, the naturally occurring supplies of water in
New Mexi co are essentially fully appropriated, yet new uses
continue to arise; and

WHEREAS, market interest in interstate and intrastate
transfers of water is growing, and the United States suprene
court has declared water to be an article of commerce; and

WHEREAS, sustai ned drought woul d substantially reduce
supplies; and

VWHEREAS, a regional water planning process in New Mexico

for determ ning future water needs of New Mexico is now well
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advanced, and an initial appropriation has been nmade in
support of a state water planning process; and

VWHEREAS, the state engineer is charged with the genera
supervision of waters of the state and of the neasurenent,
appropriation and distribution of water; and

VWHEREAS, the interstate stream conmm ssion is charged
with investigating, devel oping, conserving and protecting New
Mexi co's waters and stream systens, interstate or otherw se;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the interstate stream comm ssion and
the state engi neer work together and in cooperation with
ot her state agencies and entities to devel op and inplenent a
conpr ehensi ve managenent strategy for ensuring adequate and
sust ai nabl e supplies of water for all New Mexicans; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the strategy should be
soundl y based upon a thorough anal ysis of water supply and
demand wi thin the state and a fundanental review of the water
managenent practices, policies and institutions that nust
ensure those supplies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the strategy should reflect
the natural and multicultural heritage of New Mexico and the
aspirations of its citizens as identified through the
regi onal water planning process and through public hearings
hel d around the state; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the strategy shoul d direct
and guide the fornulation of the state water plan; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the interstate stream
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comm ssion and the state engi neer present their findings and
reconmendations for a state water plan to the New Mexico
| egi slative council by Decenber 15, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the director of the interstate stream
conmi ssion, the state engi neer and the New Mexico | egislative

counci | .
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