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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 22
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000

| NTRODUCED BY
Phillip A Giego

A JO NT MEMORI AL

REQUESTI NG APPO NTMENT OF A LEG SLATI VE COW TTEE TO OVERSEE

THE FEDERAL GENERAL ACCOUNTI NG OFFI CE | NVESTI GATI ON OF NEW

MEXI CO LAND GRANT CLAI M5 FLOW NG FROM THE TREATY OF GUADALUPE

HI DALGO.

WHEREAS, the treaty of Guadal upe Hi dal go was signed in

1848 endi ng the war

between the United States and Mexico and

resulting in nore than one hundred fifty years of troubled

hi story stenming from New Mexico's territorial merging with

the United States;

and

VWHEREAS, after the treaty was signed and in the years

that followed, H spanic |and grantees and their heirs have

| ost much of the property that was rightfully theirs as part

of the community land grants recognized in the treaty of

Guadal upe Hi dal go,

i nequi t abl e adj udi cation of the |and grants;
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and that | oss often seemed to stem from

and
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VWHEREAS, at the request of New Mexico's congressiona
del egation, the federal general accounting office wll
conduct an investigation of the | egal obligations of the
United States to protect the rights of the conmunity | and
grants and determ ne whet her those obligations were nmet in
carrying the provisions of the treaty of Guadal upe Hi dal go,
whet her the community |land grant clains appear to have been
equi tably adjudi cated and how the United States m ght resol ve
the problenms stemming fromfailure to protect the rights of
the comunity |land grants and Hi spanic |land grant heirs; and

WHEREAS, nmany Hi spanic | and grant heirs believe that
their rights have been viol ated because there has not been a
sufficiently vigorous adherence to the tenets and spirit of
the treaty of Guadal upe Hi dal go and that this federa
investigation is essential to reassert and protect those
constitutionally inviolate rights; and

VWHEREAS, because of the great inportance of this matter
to New Mexico, it is necessary for the |egislature to appoint
a commttee to oversee and assist the federal general
accounting office in its investigation;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEWMEXI CO that it request the New Mexico
| egi slative council appoint a conmrittee to oversee and assi st
the federal general accounting office in its investigation of
New Mexi co | and grant clains; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee consist of two

senators, two nenbers of the house of representatives and

.131193. 1



new
= del ete

underscored materi a

[ bracketed—raterial]

© 00 N oo o1~ W N P

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R R
g B W N B O © ©® N O OO0 M W N P O

four nenbers appointed froma list of persons subnmtted by
the | and grant forum of New Mexi co; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this nenorial be
given to the speaker of the house of representatives and the
president pro tenpore of the senate.
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