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HOUSE MEMORI AL 7

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
John Heat on

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE UNI TED STATES POSTAL SERVI CE TO COVMEMORATE
THE CARLSBAD CAVERNS NATI ONAL PARK W TH A POSTAGE STAWVP

VWHEREAS, Carl sbad Caverns national park was first
desi gnated a national nonunent in 1923, redesignated a
national park in 1930 and designated a world heritage site in
1995; and

VWHEREAS, the park was established to preserve Carl sbad
Caverns and nunerous ot her caves within a perm an-age fossi
reef and contains eighty-three separate caves, including the
nation's third | ongest cave and deepest |inmestone cave, one
t housand five hundred ninety-seven feet deep; and

WHEREAS, the caverns are the result of the creation of a
four-hundred-mle-long reef in an inland sea that covered the
region nore than two hundred fifty mllion years ago; and

VWHEREAS, cracks developed in the reef as it grew
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seaward, and with eventual evaporation of the sea, the reef
was buried under deposits of salts and gypsum and

VWHEREAS, a few mllion years ago, uplift and erosion of
the area uncovered the buried rock reef, rai nwater seeped
down into the cracks in the reef, and by slowy dissol ving
the |inmestone, began the process that over tinme formed | arge
under ground chanbers; and

WHEREAS, si mul taneously, hydrogen sul fide gas m grated
upward fromvast oil and gas deposits beneath the ancient
reef, formng sulfuric acid, which corroded the formati on and
creat ed huge passageways; and

VWHEREAS, the exposed reef becane part of the Guadal upe
nmount ai ns, and the underground chanbers becane the wonder of
Carl sbad Caverns, a unique nmonunent to nature's magi cal and
enchanti ng power;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE COF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the United
States postal service be requested to comrenorate the
Carl sbad Caverns national park with a postage stanp; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this nenorial be
transmtted to the postnaster general.
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