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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 79
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
R Davi d Pederson

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE AND THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON TO ASSESS THE COVPULSCRY
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE LAW AND RECOMVEND | MPROVEMENTS TO THE
EDUCATI ON | NI TI ATI VES AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY TASK FORCE

VWHEREAS, the Conpul sory School Attendance Law was
enacted in 1967 for conditions existing then, but in the
thirty intervening years, conditions have changed and a
different set of problens faces educators and educati ona
institutions; and

VWHEREAS, truancy has a detrinmental inpact on the
educati onal experience, and | egal decisions about student
conduct and discipline in the schools present new dil emras
for teachers and their institutions; and

WHEREAS, the nechanics of inplenenting the Conpul sory

School Attendance Law are fraught with limtations;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the | egislative education study
commttee and the state departnent of public education be
requested to cooperate in an assessnent of the effectiveness
and the efficacy of the Conpul sory School Attendance Law and
recommend changes in the law to the education initiatives and
accountability task force by Novenber 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the nmenbers of the |egislative education study
comm ttee and the superintendent of public instruction.
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