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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 67
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Dani ce Pi cr aux

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON, THE
LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE AND THE EDUCATI ONAL
I NI TI ATI VES AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY TASK FORCE TO STUDY AND MAKE
RECOMVENDATI ONS ON CLASS S| ZE REDUCTI ONS.

WHEREAS, educational research denpnstrates that reduced
cl ass size has a positive and significant inmpact on student
achi evenent; and

VWHEREAS, reduced student-teacher ratios contribute to an
i nproved and enhanced cl assroom | earni ng and teachi ng
envi ronnent; and

VWHEREAS, ot her states, such as Tennessee, have conducted
| ong-term studi es of the inpact of |owering student-teacher
ratios in the classroom and

VWHEREAS, there is evidence of a correlation between

| ower student-teacher ratios and effective classroom
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di sci pline; and

WHEREAS, cl assroomteachers appear to suffer |ess career
di ssati sfacti on when student-teacher ratios are reduced;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the state departnent of public
education, the legislative education study comnmttee and the
educational initiatives and accountability task force be
requested to study and meke recomrendati ons on cl ass size
initiatives being conducted in other states |ike Tennessee as
those initiatives relate to school reform nmeasures; study the
benefits of class size reduction on student achi evenent in
conmpari son to other reform neasures; and nmake reconmmrendati ons
on the positive inpact on students and teachers in a reduced
si zed cl assroom and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state departnent of
public education, the |egislative education study comittee
and the educational initiatives and accountability task force
report their findings and reconmendations to the New Mexico
| egislative council no later than Decenber 15, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to nenbers of the | egislative education study
commttee and its director, nenbers of the educationa
initiatives and accountability task force and the

superi ntendent of public instruction.
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