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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 56
4A4TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000

| NTRODUCED BY
Art Hawki ns

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE NEW MEXI CO HEALTH PCOLI CY COMM SSI ON TO STUDY
THE MUNI Cl PAL WATER SUPPLI ES I N NEW MEXI CO TO DETERM NE THE
LEVELS OF FLUORI DE FOR EFFECTI VE DENTAL DECAY PREVENTI ON.

VWHEREAS, the fluoridation of water has proven to be one
of the greatest health prevention neasures to be introduced
in the twentieth century; and

VHEREAS, water fluoridation has been the basis for the
primary prevention of dental decay for fifty-five years; and

WHEREAS, water fluoridation helps to |ower the cost of

dental care; and

VWHEREAS, a mi ni num of seventy-five percent of the
muni ci pal water systens delivering fluoridated water is
needed to neet national oral health objectives; and

VWHEREAS, sixty-five percent of New Mexico's nunicipa

wat er supply is delivering the benefits of fluoridated water;
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and

WHEREAS, twenty-one states other than New Mexico neet
the national oral health objective of seventy-five percent or
hi gher; and of those twenty-one states fourteen are at ninety
percent or higher, and four states are at one hundred
percent; and

VWHEREAS, New Mexi co shoul d al so have one hundred percent
optimum fluoride in its public water supplies;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the New Mexico health policy
conmm ssion be requested to study the rmunicipal water supplies
in New Mexico to determ ne which municipal water supplies
have optinmum | evels of fluoridation and make reconmendati ons
regardi ng i ssues of fluoridation, including the follow ng:

A. the costs and resources required to fluoridate

muni ci pal water systens serving over two thousand five

hundred peopl e;

B. the costs and resources required to fluoridate
muni ci pal water systens serving fewer than two thousand five

hundred peopl e;

C. legislatively mandating fluoridation for
muni ci pal wat er;
D. the need for establishnment of a statew de

dental health fluoride advisory conmttee; and

E. determnation of the barriers to optinum

fluoridation of municipal water supplies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico health policy
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comm ssion be requested to reviewthe literature and conpile
the nost current information concerning sub-optimum optimum
and excessive fluoride levels in drinking water; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico health policy
comm ssion be requested to review current fluoridation
initiatives in small popul ati on, surrounding and rural states
and conpile a report; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico health policy
conmi ssion be requested to review current fluoridation
initiatives of the Indian health service and conpile a
report; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico health policy
comm ssion be requested to report its findings by Novenber 1
2000 to the appropriate legislative interimconmttee; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the chairman of the appropriate |egislative
interimconmittee and the chai rman of the New Mexico health

policy comm ssion.
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