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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 44
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Nick L. Sal azar

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE EXECUTI VE BRANCH TO | MPLEMENT THE | NTENT AND
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE LONG TERM CARE SERVI CES ACT AND REPORT
TO THE LEG SLATI VE FI NANCE COWM TTEE REGARDI NG PROGRESS
PURSUANT TO THAT ACT

VWHEREAS, the Long-term Care Services Act requires a
coordinated |l ong-termcare service delivery systemthat
supports the choice of consumers to remain in their own hones
and communities; and

WHEREAS, | ong-term care honme and conmunity- based
services remain fragnented and are not fully coordinated by
the state agency on aging, the human services departnent, the
children, youth and famlies departnment and the departnent of
heal t h; and

VWHEREAS, services provided by the state agency on agi ng,

human services departnment, children, youth and famlies
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departnent and departnent of health to hel p support the | ong-
termcare needs of consuners are not fully integrated; and

VHEREAS, the nunber of individuals wth chronic care
needs continues to increase at an alarmng rate; and

WHEREAS, i ndividuals requiring |ong-term care have
little or no access to home health, attendant care, respite
care, pre-programof all-inclusive care for the elderly,
adult day care, shelter care, transportation and assi sted
living services; and

VWHEREAS, nedi caid continues to enphasi ze direct funding
to nursing homes as the primary nodel for delivering |ong-
termcare services even though public and private financing
is nore effectively used in sone home- and conmunity- based
programns, thereby serving a greater nunber of individuals;
and

VWHEREAS, the unnet |ong-term care needs of New Mexico's
chronic care popul ation has a significant financial inmpact on
the acute care system the state and the resources of New
Mexico fam lies;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the menbers of the interagency
commttee on long-termcare be infornmed of the urgent need
for a coordinated response to the unresolved |ong-term care
problems in the state; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the coordi nati on of services
to long-termcare consuners will require the conplete

conpl i ance of the nmenbers of the interagency commttee on
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long-termcare with the foll ow ng requests:

A. to produce and inplenment i mediately an
i ntegrated and coordi nated | ong-termcare system for disabl ed
and el derly New Mexi cans;

B. to develop a conprehensive plan of the
integration of state and federal funding streans, presenting
the plan to the legislative finance commttee by June 1,
2000;

C. to develop and inplement consuner-directed
pilot projects that provide attendant care, respite care,
caregi ver support and caregiver training services;

D. to design a nodel for long-termcare services
that integrates and enhances private and other public funding
streans, including nedicare and nedi caid, and present that
nodel to the |egislative finance conmttee by Septenber 1
2000;

E. to recommend options to the executive agencies
and the legislative finance committee on how to | everage
other private and federal funding for pilot projects in |ong-
termcare service provision by Septenber 1, 2001,

F. to address the inadequate home- and conmmunity-
based service options by devel oping public and private
service providers and report progress on all of the requests
addressed in this nenorial to the |egislative finance
comm ttee every quarter, beginning May 1, 2000;

G to address long-termcare insurance and tax

credits as mechanisnms to ensure private sector participation
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inlong-termcare reform and
H. to incorporate consuner and public input at the

i nteragency conmittee on long-termcare | evel and nake al
reports and mnutes available to the general public and the
| egi sl ative finance conmttee; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the legislative finance conmttee and the
i nteragency committee on | ong-term care.
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