new
= del ete

underscored materi a

[ bracketed—raterial]

© 00 N oo o1~ W N P

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R R
g B W N B O © ©® N O OO0 M W N P O

HOUSE CONSUMER AND PUBLI C AFFAI RS COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 10

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,
2000

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE NEW MEXI CO HEALTH PCLI CY COMM SSI ON TO
ESTABLI SH A TASK FORCE TO DEFI NE " MEDI CAL NECESSI TY".

VWHEREAS, the concept of nedical necessity is w dely used
inthe field of health insurance to determ ne what care is
appropriate and will be covered by an insurance conpany; and

VHEREAS, the concept of nedical necessity is not
uniformy interpreted or applied by health insurance
conmpani es operating in New Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, this issue arises in the context of both
commerci al insurance coverage and nedi cai d managed care; and

VWHEREAS, if an inappropriately narrow definition of
nmedi cal necessity is applied, appropriate care that is a
covered benefit may be denied to a patient; and

WHEREAS, it is essential that a definition of nedical

necessity be used that ensures that appropriate care is
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provi ded to New Mexicans; and
VWHEREAS, the definition of nedical necessity should take
into account individual needs and situations rather than

being arbitrarily applied in an inflexible way; and

VWHEREAS, the definition of nedical necessity should
recogni ze the special needs of patients with a particul ar
heal th condition, including chronic disease, disability,
mental illness and ot her circunstances; and

VWHEREAS, the definition of nedical necessity should
ensure that decisions regarding nedical necessity are nade on
t he basis of adequate informtion; and

VWHEREAS, the role of treating health care providers
shoul d be adequately recogni zed i n maki ng nedi cal necessity
deci si ons;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the New Mexico health policy
conmi ssion forma task force to study this issue and nmake
reconmendations to the legislature regarding a definition of
nmedi cal necessity to be used in naking decisions regarding
health care for New Mexi cans; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force include
representatives of the health care insurance industry, a
broad array of health care providers, consunmer organizations
and advocates and state agencies with responsibilities in
this area; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico health policy

comm ssi on ensure that consuners and consuner representatives
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are adequately represented on the task force so that consuner
vi ewpoi nts are properly considered; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico health policy
conmi ssion report its recomendations to the |egislative
heal t h and human services conmttee at its Septenber 2000
neeti ng; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the New Mexico health policy comm ssion, the
i nsurance division of the public regulation comm ssion, the
human servi ces departnment, the department of health, the
state agency on agi ng, the New Mexico | egislative council
the legislative health and human services conmittee and ot her

interested parties.
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