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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.

FISCALIMPACTREPORT

|SPONSOR: ||Carraro ”DATE TYPED: ||02/09/oo ||HB |
[SHORT TITLE:  ||Treat Mental Health Problems in Grades K-3 s ||337 |
ANALYST:|Fernandez |
APPROPRIATION
Appropriation Contained Estimated Additional |mpact Recurring Fund
FY00 FYo1 FY00 FYO01 or Nor-Rec Affected
| $500.0) [Recuing  ||GIF
(Parenthesis () Indicate Expenditure Decreases)
Relatesto SB92, SIM10
SOURCES OF INFORMATION
State Department Of Public Education (SDE)
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Department of Hedth (DOH)

SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

Senate Bill 337 appropriates to SDE for the following: $150.0 to purchase mental hedlth early identification
and violence prediction instruments, $250.0 to train kindergarten through third grade teachers, socid
workers and counsgors how to identify menta hedth problems in students; and $100.0 to contract for
community-based menta hedlth services for sudents with mental hedlth problems.

Saonificant Issues

Senate Memorid 3 passed during the 1999 Specia Session, required SDE and DOH to formulate research-
based recommendations regarding mental health screening, intervention, and professiona development
request to implement the screening and intervention.

According to DOH, the 1999 report on the State of Health in New Mexico reports that over 44,000 New
Mexican children are estimated to have serious emotiona disturbances. The department estimates that of this
total, 5,400 children and adolescents were served through Medicaid or generd fund programsin 1997.
Accessing mental hedlth servicesis often cited as a barrier.

SDE indicates that currently kindergarten screening does not include menta health screening and teachers do
not receive pre-service training on menta hedth or violence prevention.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

Thisbill gppropriates atotal of $500.0 from the genera fund to SDE for expenditurein fisca year 2001.
Any unexpended or unencumbered baance remaining at the end of fisca year 2001 shdl revert to the
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generd fund.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

SDE will coordinate the activities required in this bill with current authorized gaff.

DOH will continue to provide technica assstance and training to public schools and SDE.

CONFLICT/DUPLICATION/COMPANIONSHIP/RELATIONSHIP

Relatesto SB92 and SIM10. SB92 appropriates funds to DOH for mental health servicesto school age
children. SIM10 proposes to identify methods to integrate socid services and juvenile justice support within
the public schools.

TECHNICAL ISSUES

Page 1, line 25, gtrike though replace with through.

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

According to SDE, providing early identification and intervention services to sudents in kindergarten through
third grade will result in areduction in spending in the juvenile justice, crimind justice and menta hedlth
systems. This bill would aso alow appropriate differentiation between menta hedlth services and specid
education services for students.

According to DOH, the U.S. Department of Education reports that violent incidentsin public schools can be
reduced by early mental hedlth screening and early intervention.
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