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SENATE BI LL 385
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,
2000

| NTRODUCED BY

Fer nando R Maci as

FOR THE WATER AND NATURAL RESOURCES COWM TTEE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO WATER; PROVI DI NG FOR MUNI CI PAL WATER USERS
ASSOCI ATI ONS' CONTRACTS W TH | RRI GATI ON DI STRI CTS; DECLARI NG
AN EMERGENCY.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO.
Section 1. A new section of Chapter 73, Article 10 NMVBA

1978 is enacted to read:
" NEW MATERI AL] MUNI Cl PAL WATER USERS' ASSCOCI ATI ONS- -

CONTRACTUAL AUTHORI TY W TH | RRI GATI ON DI STRI CTS. - -

A. Minicipalities, counties, state universities,
menber - owned comunity water systens and public utilities
suppl ying water to municipalities or counties, which supply
water to lands within the boundaries of irrigation districts
organi zed pursuant to Chapter 73, Articles 10 and 11 NVSA
1978; and the interstate stream conm ssion may establish

muni ci pal water users' associations within the boundaries of
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irrigation districts organi zed pursuant to Chapter 73,
Articles 10 and 11 NVSA 1978.

B. Municipal water users' associations may |ease
the use of annual allotnents of project water from owners of
tracts of land within the irrigation district boundaries.

C. Anirrigation district organized pursuant to
Chapter 73, Articles 10 and 11 NMSA 1978 may contract with a
muni ci pal water users' association to:

(1) consolidate assessnments to district
menbers participating in an associ ati on;

(2) assess an association for the total
assessed acreage of district nenbers participating in the
associ ati on;

(3) coordinate the delivery of project water
for all assessed acreage participating in the association;
and

(4) place the association as the record
owner on the irrigation district's tax statenent for the
duration of the participation by district nenbers in an
associ ati on.

D. An irrigation district organized pursuant to
Chapter 73, Articles 10 and 11 NVSA 1978 may:

(1) rmake assessnents and | evies on | and
within a municipal water users' association;

(2) inpose reasonable admnistrative fees on
a nuni ci pal water users' association; and

(3) adopt rules to carry out the provisions
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of this section.”
Section 2. Section 72-1-9 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1985,
Chapter 198, Section 1, as anended) is anended to read:
"72-1-9. MJIN C PAL, COUNTY, MEMBER- OANED COVMUNI TY
WATER SYSTEMS AND STATE UNI VERSI TY WATER DEVELOPMENT PLANS- -
PRESERVATI ON OF MUNI Cl PAL, COUNTY AND STATE UNI VERSI TY WATER
SUPPLI ES. - -

A. It is recognized by the state of New Mexico
that it pronotes the public welfare and the conservation of
water within the state for nunicipalities, counties, state
uni versities, nenber-owned community water systens, nunicipal

wat er users' associations and public utilities supplying

water to municipalities or counties to plan for the
reasonabl e devel opnent and use of water resources. The state
further recogni zes the state engineer's adm nistrative policy
of not allowi ng municipalities, nenber-owned comunity water
systens, counties and state universities to acquire and hol d,
unused, water rights in an anmount greater than their
reasonabl e needs within forty years.

B. Minicipalities, counties, state universities,

menber - owned comunity water systens, nunicipal water users

associ ations and public utilities supplying water to

muni cipalities or counties shall be allowed a water use
pl anni ng period not to exceed forty years, and water rights
for nmunicipalities, counties, state universities, nenber-

owned community water systens, nunicipal water users

associations and public utilities supplying water to such
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muni ci palities or counties shall be based upon a water
devel opnent plan the inplenentation of which shall not exceed
a forty-year period fromthe date of the application for an
appropriation or a change of place or purpose of use pursuant
to a water devel opnment plan or for preservation of a
muni ci pal, county, nenber-owned comunity water system or
state university water supply for reasonably projected
addi tional needs within forty years."

Section 3. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i medi ately.
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