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SENATE BI LL 124
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Paul i ne B. Ei senst adt

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO TELECOMVUNI CATI ONS; CREATI NG THE NEW MEXI CO
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS COUNCI L; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATl ON

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. FIND NGS AND PURPCSE. - -
A. The legislature finds that:

(1) teleconmunications infrastructure is a
critical enabling technology for the econom c, social and
cultural benefits of the rapidly increasing global exchange
of information;

(2) telecomunications is primarily a
mar ket -driven infrastructure based upon private sector
i nvest nent and depl oynment of a wide array of technol ogi es by

a wi de range of providers; and

(3) New Mexico needs to establish an on-

goi ng statew de planning process to take advantage of the
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exi sting tel ecommunications infrastructure and to stinulate
demand to encourage and enabl e | ong-terminnovation and
i mprovenent.

B. The purpose of the New Mexico
t el ecommuni cations council is to ensure that affordable
access to the informati on necessary for New Mexico's econom c
benefit and quality of life is available to all New Mexi cans,
regardl ess of incone or |ocation.

Section 2. NEW MEXI CO TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS COUNCI L- -
CREATED- - MEMBERS' APPO NTMENT- - QUALI FI CATI ONS. - -

A.  The "New Mexico tel ecomruni cations council” is
created, administratively attached to the economc
devel opnent departnment.

B. The New Mexico tel econmuni cations council shal
consi st of nine menbers, appointed with the advice and
consent of the senate; three shall be appointed by the
governor, three shall be appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives and three shall be appointed by the
president pro tenpore of the senate. The initial nmenbership
shal | consist of one nenber appointed by each of the
appoi nting authorities for a termof two years, one nenber
appoi nted by each of the appointing authorities for a term of
three years and one nenber appoi nted by each of the
appoi nting authorities for a termof four years; thereafter,
menbers shall be appointed for terns of four years. The
nmenbership of the council shall

(1) reflect the ethnic, econom c, geographic
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and professional diversity of the state; and
(2) include individuals that:

(a) have a denonstrated interest and
i nvol verrent with tel ecommuni cati ons issues through
partici pation in business, technol ogy applications, public
and post-secondary education, health care, libraries or other
entities involved in the dissenination or receipt of
i nformation; and

(b) have an understandi ng and
appreciation of the diverse needs of tel ecomunications users
and econom ¢ devel oprment throughout New Mexi co.

C. The New Mexi co tel ecomruni cations council shal
meet at the call of the chairman and shall neet not |ess than
guarterly. The chairman shall be elected from anong the
menbers of the council. Menbers of the council shall not be
pai d but shall receive per diemand m|eage as provided in
the Per Diemand M| eage Act.

D. The economi c devel opnent departnment shal
provi de such adm nistrative assistance, neeting space and
ot her necessary facilities and support services as the
council may request.

Section 3. NEW MEXI CO TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS COUNCI L- -
DUTI ES. - - The New Mexi co tel ecomuni cations council shall

A. devel op goals and plans, both |Iong-range and
short-range, to neet the econonm c and devel opnment a
t el ecomuni cati ons needs of New Mexico and its citizens, in

consultation with
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(1) the affected public;

(2) appropriate state agencies and | oca
subdi vi si ons;

(3) educational entities;

(4) private industry; and

(5) other entities that the council deens
appropri at e;

B. study the status of basic and advanced
t el ecomuni cati ons servi ces;

C. identify any incentives needed to encourage
i nvestment in tel ecomunications infrastructure in urban and
rural areas;

D. develop a state plan to maxim ze federal grants
and funding for tel ecomunications infrastructure avail abl e
to citizens, industry, schools, health care and |ibraries;

E. cooperate with and assist the chief information
of ficer and i nformation technol ogy comr ssion in any
t el ecomuni cations infrastructure assessnent;

F. determne how best to mnimze state and | ocal
government expenditures by fostering and encouragi ng private
owner ship of infrastructure,;

G anal yze how state-owned tel econmuni cati ons
facilities can be used nore efficiently to support the
provi si on of advanced tel ecomruni cati ons service by private
i ndustry;

H analyze the feasibility and efficacy of any

national or state projects that have been successful in
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increasing the availability of teleconmunications and
information services in rural areas; and

I. by Decenber 1 of each year, report its findings
and recommendations to the governor and | egislature.

Section 4. APPROPRI ATION. --Ten thousand doll ars
($10,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to the New
Mexi co tel econmuni cations council for expenditure in fiscal
year 2001 for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of
this act. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance renai ning
at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the general

f und.
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