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HOUSE BI LL 254
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Judy Vander star Russel

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO LOTTERY TUI TI ON FUND SCHOLARSHI PS; EXTENDI NG
SCHOLARSHI P ELI G BI LI TY TO CERTAI N PERSONS VWHOSE ENROLLMENT
I'S DELAYED DUE TO RELI G QUS M SSI ONARY SERVI CE.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 21-1-4.3 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1996,
Chapter 71, Section 3, as anended) is anended to read:
"21-1-4.3. TU TI ON SCHOLARSHI PS AUTHORI ZED- - CERTAI N
EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS. - -

A. To the extent that funds are nade avail abl e by
the legislature fromthe lottery tuition fund, the boards of
regents of New Mexico state university, New Mexico institute
of m ning and technol ogy, eastern New Mexi co university,
west ern New Mexico university, the university of New Mexi co,
New Mexi co hi ghl ands university and northern New Mexico state

school shall award tuition scholarships for qualified
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resident students attending their respective institutions and
branches of those institutions.

B. Except as authorized in Subsection C or D of
this section, the tuition scholarships authorized in this
section shall apply only to full-time resident students who,

i medi ately upon conpl etion of a high school curriculumat a
public or accredited private New Mexi co high school or upon
receiving a graduate equival ent diploma, are accepted for
entrance to and attend one of the state educati onal
institutions set forth in this section or one of the branches
of those institutions. Each tuition scholarship shall be
awarded for up to four consecutive years beginning the second
senmester of the recipient's first year of enrollnent;

provi ded that the recipient has nmaintained residency in New
Mexi co and mai ntained a grade point average of 2.5 or higher
on a 4.0 scale during his first senmester of full-tine
enrol | ment .

C. The tuition schol arships authorized in this
section shall also apply to full-tinme resident students who,

i mredi ately upon conpletion of a high school curriculumat a
public or accredited private New Mexi co high school or upon
receiving a graduate equivalent diploma, attend a two-year
publ i c post-secondary educational institution in New Mexico
and who, upon the conpletion of that curriculumor at the end
of two years, whichever is sooner, transfer to one of the
post - secondary state educational institutions set forth in

this section. Those students shall be eligible for a tuition
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schol arship for two consecutive years; provided that those
students maintain residency in New Mexico, maintain a grade
poi nt average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale and attend the
institution full tinme during the regular academ c year
D. The tuition schol arships authorized in this

section shall also apply to full-time resident students who:

(1) within one hundred twenty days of
conmpl etion of a high school curriculumat a public or
accredited private New Mexico high school, or of receiving a
graduat e equi val ent di pl oma, begin service in the United

States arned forces or beqgin a specified termof reliqious

m ssi onary service; and

(2) wthin one hundred twenty days of

conpl etion of honorable service in the United States arned

forces or nedical discharge fromthe United States arned

forces or completion of a specified termof religious

m ssionary service are accepted for entrance to and attend
one of the state educational institutions set forth in this
section.

E. The conmi ssion on higher education shal
prepare guidelines setting forth explicit student continuing
eligibility criteria and guidelines for adm nistration of the
tuition scholarship program Guidelines shall be distributed
to the board of regents of each institution to enable a
uniformavailability of the resident student tuition

schol ar shi ps. "
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