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Hearing Brief 

School Counselors 
 

 
Role and Scope of School Counselors  

Key Takeaways 
 

School counselors 

prioritize creating 

equitable programs for all 

students, helping them to 

realize their potential and 

to reach their goals. 
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School counselors are 

distinct from other 

professionals as they work 

and remain fully in schools, 

curate personalized plans 

for individual students, and 

more. 
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The American School 

Counselor Association 

recommends a ratio of 250 

to 1, students to school 

counselors. New Mexico’s 

average is 444 to 1. 

Schools that meet the 

recommended ratio see 

increasing improvements 

in student success. 
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Level III counselors are 

licensed and compensated 

through the three-tier 

system. 
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Landscape of School Counselors in New Mexico 

National Recommendations and Data 

The American School Counselors 

Association recommends the use 

of the term “school counselor” 

rather than “guidance counselor.” 

According to the association, the 

term “school counselor” better 

suits a proactive and data-driven 

role that prioritizes inclusivity, the 

development of comprehensive 

career plans for each student, and 

leadership in the education 

environment, focusing on 

collaboration with other 

professionals and families. 

National recommendations for the 

ratio of students to school 

counselors is 250 to one. 

According to national data, New 

Mexico’s current average ratio is 

444 to one.  

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.schoolcounselor.org/getmedia/a0565224-7cc7-4119-883a-2aa900e296b6/student-to-sc-ratios.pdf
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New Mexico Workforce Data and Supports 

Licensing, Statutory, and Administrative Considerations 

 

 

 

https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title06/06.063.0006.html
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/licensure/licensure-requirements/school-counselor-pre-k-12/
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Research and Policy Considerations  

https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title06/06.063.0003.html

