New Mexico Child First Network is dedicated to improving the lives of system-impacted youth, and
empowering those who serve them through training, policy reform, direct mentorship and support.

Learn more now www.nmchildfirst.org




Presentation Overview

Current status of NM child welfare
Overview of recent reform efforts
Solutions-focused conversation

Review of key legislation efforts from
2023

Question & Answer



“These are kids who
need services now.
These are kids who
are in really bad
places and they're
suffering tonight.”
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Current Status of
Child Welfare in
New Mexico



Recap: Recent CYFD reform efforts

The LFC Memo re: CYFD Child Welfare Member Concerns:
Staffing, Safety, and Oversight [2021]

The Kevin S Class Action Lawsmt Settlement & Now

There are

Corrective Action Plan [Ongoing, 2023]

The Collaborative Safety Review Report &
Recommendations [2022]

The CYFD Steering Committee Report [2022]
The HJM10 Task Force & Report [2020]
The Executive Advisory Council [2023]



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JAmjudutjOTaSAEvwWoaSSwC1FGus7xI/view?usp=sharing
https://kevinssettlement.com/the-settlement/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17yRCGmuDyv1p4qTl98SrTYE20MNefd0K/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1npkwijFhlW57V8kNgAPcJMO0jrk-rAQh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15HVENaTpO99SAbmBMSI3K4LzwL3U-ZiH/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cyfd.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Recommendations_12012022_Public_Final.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d8aY7asKcqYU_HDE3BZ7LSP4Y4ylkbFN/view
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2023/03/16/governor-announces-members-of-new-cyfd-advisory-council/

SOLUTIONS EXIST

Data-Driven, Evidence Based
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HB10: Revising the

Children's Code
Confidentiality Clause



https://nmlegis.gov/Sessions/23%20Regular/bills/house/HB0010HCS.pdf

HB11: Office of a Child
Protective Services
"Ombudsman" or "Office of
the Child Advocate"



https://nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=11&year=23

SB150: CARA NM
Statute Loophole Fix



https://nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=150&year=23

WIN: Preserving
Federal Benefits
for Foster Youth



https://www.abqjournal.com/news/unprecedented-new-mexico-foster-children-will-now-be-allowed-to-keep-federal-benefits-owed-to/article_a8eba052-2fef-11ee-8edb-736b67563b4a.html

UP NEXT:

om/state/ggaaga/student-performance

Sept 6th: CYFD & APS Collaborative

Meeting to discuss ParentVUE access &
improving collaboration to ensure better
outcomes for students

Sept 15th: CYFD/DOH hosted public-CARA
townhall & roundtable



Thank You.
Q&A



