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OUR MISSION:
Indigenous Women Rising is committed to 

honoring Native & Indigenous People’s inherent 
right to equitable and culturally safe health 

options through accessible health education, 
resources and advocacy.



Organizational Overview
Sh a in e  An s e r a , Ad m in is t r a t ive  Dir e c to r

Pu e b lo  o f Ac o m a , Pu e b lo  o f La g u n a





What our relatives say:

“The processes was handled perfectly 
and in a timely manner. Which I 
appreciate because not many 
funding programs have got back at 
me the way Indigenous Women Rising 
did. I loved that you guys help 
Indigenous women through 
pregnancy or through abortion 
without being judgemental.”

Abortion Fund

● Ab o r t io n  is  n o rm a l
● O u r  p e o p le  d e s e rve  a c c e s s ib le  

a n d  fr e e  a b o r t io n  c a re
● Ro e  v. Wa d e  n e ve r  s e rve d  

In d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  a n ywa y
● We  m u s t  d e s t ig m a t ize  it  in  o u r  o wn  

c o m m u n it ie s

Emergence Fund

● Mid wife ry c a re  is  n o t  a d e q u a te ly 
c o m p e n s a t e d  b y Me d ic a id

● O u r  p e o p le  d e s e rve  t r a d it io n a l 
b ir t h in g  m e th o d s

● Co s t  s h o u ld  n e ve r  b e  a  b a r r ie r

Community Care

● Pe r io d  p ro d u c t s  a r e  e xp e n s ive , 
e ve n  o n  r e s e rva t io n s

● O u r  o p t io n s  a re  lim it e d
● Be in g  e c o -fr ie n d ly is  t r a d is h !
● Co s t  s h o u ld  n e ve r  b e  a  b a r r ie r

Wh a t  o u r  r e la t ive s  s a y:
“[O u r  s o n ] wa s  b r o u g h t  in t o  t h is  wo r ld  
with  s a g e  a n d  c e d a r  a r o m a s , s u r r o u n d e d  
a n d  c a u g h t  b y Na t ive  wo m e n . H e  is  o u r  
b le s s in g . I r e c o g n ize  o u r  p r ivile g e  t o  live  
in  a  c it y a n d  in  a  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  a llo we d  
IWR t o  b r in g  m y s o n  in to  t h is  wo r ld  
a lr e a d y r o o t e d  in  h is  t r a d it io n s . H e  a n d  
a ll t h e  o th e r  IWR b a b ie s  a r e  t h e  
c o n t in u a t io n  o f o u r  c u lt u r e . IWR is  d o in g  
t h e ir  p a r t  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f o u r  
c u lt u r e  is  e m b e d d e d  in  t h e  wo m e n  (a n d  
fa m ilie s ) t h e y s e r ve . I a m  e t e r n a lly 
g r a t e fu l fo r  t h e ir  s u p p o r t .”

Wh a t  o u r  r e la t ive s  s a y:

I lo ve  [t h e  m e n s t r u a l p r o d u c t s ] s o  
fa r . It 's  n ic e  t o  g e t  a  b r e a k fr o m  
we a r in g  d is p o s a b le  p r o d u c t s . I h o p e  
t o  b e  a b le  t o  p u r c h a s e  m o r e  
r e u s a b le  u n d e r we a r  a n d  p a d s . I 
h a ve n 't  t r ie d  t h e  c u p  ye t  b u t  will n e xt  
m o n t h . I a ls o  lo ve  t h e  n o t e  a n d  
s t ic ke r s  in c lu d e d . Wa e wa e n e n  (t h a n k 
yo u ) fo r  s e n d in g  a n d  d o in g  t h is  
wo r k!



Where does our money come from?
● We rely on donations from the community
● We receive foundational grants
● We do not take on federal or state grants
● We are a 501(c)(3) private foundation (EIN 85 -3336543) - we 

are working with University of California, Irvine School of 
Law to become a public charity



How do we spend our money?
● Abortion fund: $40,000 monthly budget

○ An increase from $20,000 in 2022
● Emergence Fund: $15,000 monthly budget

○ This will increase in 2024!
● Community Engagement: $30,000 annually

○ Includes tabling and period/menstrual health supplies
○ This will also increase in 2024!



What we proudly provide for our staff:
● Benefit coverage: fully funded medical, dental, and vision 

benefits for staff, 75% for partners, spouses & dependents
● Retirement benefits, including a 5% match for 401(k) plans
● Unlimited paid time off (PTO) and flexible work schedules
● Quarterly self -care stipends
● Funding for technology needs, which staff are able to 

keep when leaving the organization



Abortion Fund
J o n n e t t e  Pa d d y, Ab o r t io n  Fu n d  Dir e c to r

Din é



Timeline of IWR ’s Abortion Fund

2018

Abortion Fund is created
● The first programmatic 

service offered by IWR
● Pledges are $50

● 58 clients are 
served for the year

2020

2021

Texas’ SB8 passes
● The first piece of anti -abortion 

legislation implemented in 50+ years
● We fund 277 clients

2023

January - August:
● Funded over 220 clients 

from 26 states, 
distributing over $ 210k

● Average pledge is $ 950

Roe v. Wade is overturned
● SCOTUS’ Dobbs decision puts abortion 

access in state governmental jurisdiction
● We fund 600 clients , an increase of over 

116% from 2021

2022



● What is practical support funding (PSF)?
○ Childcare, travel tickets ✈️🚂🚂🚌🚌, lo d g in g , g a s  ⛽, 

fo o d , c r e m a t io n  o f r e m a in s , s p ir it u a l n e e d s /  
c e r e m o n y, a ft e r c a r e  p ro d u c t s  (h e a t in g  p a d s , 
ib u p ro fe n , e t c .)

● What about procedural funding?
○ Cu r re n t ly, we  a r e  a b le  t o  t o  fu n d  th e  fu ll c o s t  o f t h e  

a p p o in tm e n t (s ) n e e d e d ; t h is  r a n g e s  fro m  $5 0 to  
$16,000 p e r  c lie n t , a n d  c lie n t s  m a y n e e d  a n ywh e re  
fro m  1-4  a p p o in tm e n t s

We fund both practical and procedural support



We recognize the complex history of tribal 
e n r o llm e n t  s o  we  a c c e p t  a  r a n g e  o f 
id e n t ific a t io n , in c lu d in g  th e  fo llo win g :
● Tr ib a l ID, CIB, Pe r  c a p it a  s tu b / c a r d , ID 

fr o m  t r ib a l c o lle g e , t r a d e  s c h o o l, e t c ., 
b ir t h  c e r t ific a t e  with / fr o m  t r ib a l 
h o s p it a l

● IHS/ t r ib a l c lin ic  RX o r  p a p e r wo r k
● Ph o to  fr o m / a t  c u ltu r a l e ve n t
● Pa r e n ta l/ Gr a n d p a r e n ta l CIB with  p r o o f 

o f r e la t io n
*Th is  is  n o t  a n  a ll-in c lu s ive  lis t

Requirement to receive services: Where do folks come from?
● 35+ fe d e r a lly/ s t a t e  

r e c o g n ize d  t r ib e s
● a s  fa r  a s  Ca n a d a , 

Bo livia , a n d  Me xic o .

Solidarity Funding
Wh e n  a b le , we  p r o vid e  
fu n d in g  to  th e  fo llo win g  
c o m m u n it ie s :
● Bla c k
● Un d o c u m e n te d
● Min o r s  (18-)
● 3r d  t r im e s t e r  

p r e g n a n c ie s
● Un h o u s e d
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Tattoo Fundraiser for our Abortion Fund

Collaboration with 
Native Voters Alliance 
Nevada (NVAN) and 
tattoo artists 
throughout the 
country and Canada



Emergence Fund
J u s t in  Lo r e n zo , Em e r g e n c e  Fu n d  Dir e c to r

Pu e b lo  o f La g u n a , Ho p i, Ma id u



How the fund began
During 2020 COVID 

pandemic, we asked our 
community what they 

need support with. 



What does the Emergence Fund have to offer?
➔ Currently:
◆ Bridge the gap for midwifery & doula care
◆ Breastfeeding and chest feeding supplies 
◆ Baby supplies - diapers, clothing, caps, 

stroller, car seat, baby bed, etc.
◆ Funding for traditional needs

➔ What we aspire to offer:
◆ Specific regional referrals to clinics 

recommended by local Indigenous communities
◆ A larger budget!



● Logo designed by Marcus Trujillo 
(Pu e b lo  o f La g u n a ) in  p a r tn e r s h ip  
with  vis io n  fr o m  J u s t in  Lo r e n zo



Community Engagement
Le ig h  An n e  “Co o kie ” Lo re n zo , Co m m u n ity En g a g e m e n t  Dir e c to r

Pu e b lo  o f La g u n a , Ma id u



Tabling is one way we connect with 
communities throughout the country.

Where do we table?
● Pueblo feasts
● Powwows
● Farmers ’ markets
● Pride events
● Health & resource fairs
● Conferences



What we distribute to our communities:
● Disposable menstrual products in bags for privacy
● Eco -friendly & reusable menstrual products

○ Reusable pads
○ Reusable period panties
○ Menstrual cups & discs

● “Snag Bags ” that contain condoms, lubricant samples, and 
directions on how to use condoms

● Face masks (KN 95), thanks in part to MaskBlocABQ
● Partner information and resources around topics like 

reproductive justice, puberty, consent, and LGBTQ+ health and 
justice



Pathways Indigenous Arts Festival
Au g u s t  2023



Communications & Media
J e n n ife r  Lim , Co m m u n ic a t io n s  & Me d ia  Dir e c to r



Adequate representation of Indigenous 
communities and perspectives is 
important and necessary.

A Year of Upheaval on Abortion’s Front Lines
The New York Times, July 20, 2023

Indigenous communities navigate abortion after Roe
News21, August 17, 2023

Full media and press can be found on our 
website: www.iwrising.org/press

http://www.iwrising.org/press


www.iwrising.org
in fo @ iwr is in g .o r g

Indigenous Women Rising is committed to 
honoring Native & Indigenous People ’s inherent 

right to equitable and culturally safe health 
options through accessible health education, 

resources and advocacy.

http://www.iwrising.org
mailto:info@iwrising.org
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