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Zero Fares Speakers

Israel Chávez is an activist and attorney in southern New Mexico, specializing in civil rights, criminal 
defense and personal injury. He is the founder of the Doña Ana Village Association and an ardent 
advocate for transit equity. He is the current president of the Southern New Mexico Bar Association 
and an executive member of the board of the Las Cruces Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  His 
family has been in the Mesilla valley for more than 10 generations and he continues their tradition of 
service through his work.  Learn more at www.ichavezlaw.com.

Christopher Ramírez brings an extensive amount of anti-racism, community organizing, consulting, 
facilitation, fundraising and strategic planning as Executive Director of Together for Brothers. 
Building power with boys and young men of color (BYMOC) and making space at decision making 
tables are core values he lifts up at T4B and in the community. He has recefntly served on the City of 
Albuquerque Transit Advisory Board and Governor's Advisory Council on Racial Justice Public Safety 
& Law Enforcement Subcommittee. Learn more at www.togetherforbrothers.org.



Zero Fares

Eliminating fares for public transportation, which is part of larger transit equity and mobility 
sovereignty, addresses social determinants of health and health equity while increasing 
access for low income New Mexicans and New Mexicans of color who use public transit at 
higher rates to:

● Education
● Employment
● Healthcare
● Healthy Food
● Outdoor Recreation



History of Zero Fares

Many New Mexican communities have offered free public transportation days for Earth Day, 
voting and other holidays including most recently Transit Equity Day on February 4 to 
recognize Rosa Parks birthday.

With community support Albuquerque offered free summer youth passes in 2018 and 2019. In 
2020 with the COVID pandemic made public transit free. Seniors and veterans were added in 
2021. City council passed legislation including budget in 2021 for Zero Fares for FY2022 and 
again in FY2023. ParaTransit and bus rapid transit was made permanent in February 2023. 
City council will be voting for fixed rates to be permanent in November 2023.

With community support Doña Ana County approved Zero Fare in June 2002 and Las Cruces 
city council in October 2022.



Albuquerque Zero Fares Report - March 2023 (Fixed Routes)



Albuquerque Zero Fares Report - March 2023 (ParaTransit)



Albuquerque - Fixed Route Ridership



Las Cruces - Fixed Route Ridership



Las Cruces - ParaTransit Ridership



Zero Fares in New Mexico Next Steps

● Connecting with other NM communities including Española, Gallup, Las Vegas 
and Santa Fe

● NMDOT and “FLEX” funding from bipartisan infrastructure and inflation 
reduction federal funding for public transit operations

● State support for Zero Fares


